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Whatever hap-
pened to pre-
dictability, the 
milkman, the 
paperboy, eve-
ning TV? Th e 
evening is not 
the only time 
you can catch 
Fuller House, 
the Netfl ix reboot of the original, 
Full House. It is the same old 
house with a diff erent trio. 
ARTS & STYLE 12
Reboot on Netﬂ ix brings 
nostalgic feeling (p. 12)
Scott Kelly an-
nounced his 
retirement from 
NASA soon 
after returning 
from his re-
cord-breaking 
340-day mis-
sion on the In-
ternational Space Station. While 
on the ISS, Kelly participated in 
a twin study with his earthbound 
brother, astronaut Mark Kelly.
SCIENCE & TECH 14
Scott Kelly announces his 
retirement (p.14)
After starting 
the season with 
a grueling 1-8 
loss to Yeshiva 
University, 
the Bearcats 
have won three 
straight games 
against Pur-
chase, CCNY 
and Lehman College. Baruch 
completed its fi rst sweep of the 
season against CCNY and de-
feated Lehman 5-1.
SPORTS 17
Bearcats return to CUNYAC 
ﬁ nal (p. 17) 
Amid growing 
concerns about 
economic 
growth and 
infl ation, the 
19-country 
eurozone’s 
central bank 
cut its rates to 
an all-time low. 
Th e purpose of the lower inter-
est rates is to boost investment 
spending in the Eurozone.
BUSINESS 9
European Central Bank 
expands QE program (p. 10)
Hulk Hogan 
took Gawker 
to court after 
fi nding out 
that a private 
sex tape of his 
was released 
on their web-
site. Gawker 
claimed that 
the act was lawful, newsworthy 
and an enticing story for their 
readers. 
OPINIONS 6
Gawker shamelessly 
publishes sex tape(p. 6)
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER
Th e Knickerbocker Coff ee Company and 
Gramercy Supply Company are two distinct ventures 
co-founded by undergraduate students Kyle Harri-
son and Gavin Wax. Harrison and Wax, two full-time 
economics majors in the Weissman School of Arts & 
Sciences, launched the companies within months of 
each other, showcasing their love for coff ee and keen 
eye for men’s fashion in the world of e-commerce. Th e 
pair has since expanded their companies, selling their 
distinct products—single-estate origin and artisan-
crafted men’s bags—to individuals and companies on 
a national level.
Gramercy Supply Company, the fi rst of the two 
ventures, was founded in October 2015 in Gramercy, 
New York. Upon an inquiry on the price of an Ameri-
can leather bag, business partner Nassim Regragui 
brought his equally-priced, custom-made bag to the 
attention of Harrison and Wax, as well as former part-
ner Guillame Oosterlinck.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
Baruch students launch coffee, bag companies
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
In an eff ort to improve trans-
parency, the Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government is using their 
website to post a six-part blog 
series explaining the diff erent 
functions of the governing body’s 
budget. 
Th e series will feature a new 
post every Th ursday evening au-
thored by Annie Sourbis, USG 
president. Th e posts serve to 
clear up common misconcep-
tions about how USG spends the 
Student Activity Fee.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
BY ZOË REDA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Spring is on its way, which 
means warmer temperatures, 
some showers and an annual 
talent show at the end of March 
to kick off  the beginning of the 
season: Baruch’s Got Talent. 
Every year, Undergraduate 
Student government sponsors 
this event, which showcases 
Baruch College students that 
believe they have a talent worth 
watching. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
Baruch’s Got Talent 
showcase being 
planned by USG 
for March 31
USG responds 
to transparency 
requests
Authors come to Baruch to discuss the history of autism
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
STAFF WRITER
Autism impacts countless lives across America. Among those individuals diagnosed with autism and their 
family and friends, the amount of people the disorder has touched in some way numbers in the thousands, 
stretching back across time to the fi rst diagnosed case in a study in 1943.
Authors John Donvan and Caren Zucker introduced this storied history during their March 14 talk on their 
book, In a Diff erent Key: Th e Story of Autism.
 STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
Majority of USG candidates will run unopposed
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Students will be called to election booths in the Vertical Campus in early April to vote for next year’s USG team.
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
For the second consecutive aca-
demic year, the majority of candi-
dates for the Baruch College Under-
graduate Student Government Elec-
tion are running unopposed. 
Daniel Dornbaum, who is run-
ning for the position of USG presi-
dent with the party Baruch Believes, 
is contested by Jibreel Jalloh who is 
running for president individually. 
Th e fi nal deadline for fi ling dec-
laration of candidacy forms and 
nominating petition forms with 
the Offi  ce of Student Life was on 
March 14. Following that deadline, 
candidates attended a mandatory 
workshop with Student Life and the 
Student Election Review Committee 
to discuss this semester’s election 
procedures and guidelines. 
To run for certain positions, can-
didates had to meet certain require-
ments including GPA, academic 
registration prerequisites and disci-
plinary checks. Th e candidates also 
had to submit platform statements 
and pictures along with their forms 
submitted to SERC. Dornbaum, a 
junior and Ryan Powers, a sopho-
more and the vice presidential can-
didate for the Baruch Believes party, 
have been a part of USG since their 
freshman years at Baruch.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Gramercy Supply Co., a co-venture from Kyle Harrison and Gavin Wax, provides customers with handcrafted bags.
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Every year, mathematicians 
around the world gather to cel-
ebrate a holiday known as Pi Day. 
Scheduled for March 14, a date 
that stands for the fi rst three digits 
of pi, the holiday is celebrated in 
many diff erent ways, from simply 
eating a slice of pie to attempting 
to recite the exact value of pi. Th is 
year, Baruch’s Mathematics Soci-
ety celebrated the holiday with a 
pie-fi lled event accompanied by 
a presentation on the history of pi 
given by the club’s vice president, 
Aleksey Bilogur.
Th e event, which took place on 
the 15th, was co-sponsored by Ba-
ruch’s Actuarial Science Society. 
“Th e general concept is that 
[Pi Day] is supposed to be a great 
opportunity for people that are in-
terested in quantitative subjects at 
Baruch to come together and cel-
ebrate this number,” said Bilogur. 
Th e Mathematics Society has 
been active on campus for ap-
proximately four years. Samantha 
Sundsted is the current presi-
dent of the club. Th e main goal 
of the club, according to Bilogur, 
is to create a sense of commu-
nity among students in all sorts of 
quantitative majors.
Bilogur believes that the quan-
titative majors at Baruch lack a 
sense of community. Th e Math-
ematics Society’s goal is to bring 
these students together and make 
their journey in mathematics a 
bit less lonely and a lot easier to 
get through. Th e main advantage 
of the club is that its meetings are 
tailored to the demographic of 
the club members. When the club 
was mostly fi lled with upper-level 
juniors and seniors, the executive 
board would invite Baruch profes-
sors to present their research to 
the club members.
When the demographic shifted 
to a younger, lower-level audience, 
the club tailored its style and made 
the events more accessible. Since 
the Fall semester, the club has put 
on events where its members can 
learn about possible career paths, 
fi nd out what classes they need to 
register for or discuss interesting 
concepts in mathematics.
“Pi Day was a great opportu-
nity to get these kids introduced 
to some of the more senior math 
students at Baruch,” Bilogur 
explained. 
Pi Day did not happen without 
several bumps in the road. Be-
cause of reservation confl icts, the 
club’s room was switched three 
times before the event could start. 
Th e club says it lost new attendees 
due to the room changes; though, 
the event carried on “fairly suc-
cessfully” once it got started.
According to USG’s fi nan-
cial records on the Mathematics 
Society, the club spent $230 of 
its $1,100 budget on the Pi Day 
celebration that took place on 
March 15.
Th e club is facing an issue of 
lack of awareness. When the pre-
vious vice president was trying to 
fi nd the club, he found that the 
information on the club’s Baruch 
Connect website was out of date 
(Baruch Connect is now no lon-
ger in use by Student Life). Try-
ing to reach the club through the 
Department of Mathematics was 
even less fruitful, as the depart-
ment did not know that such club 
even existed.
Trying to reach students by 
other means is diffi  cult, as the 
club’s small executive board has 
little time and resources. Th us, its 
main form of marketing are the 
emails that professors teaching 
quantitative subjects send to their 
students. While the club has been 
trying to send an email to mathe-
matics majors at Baruch, getting a 
list of the students’ emails was, so 
far, unsuccessful.
As for the future, the Math-
ematics Society has several events 
in mind. Among the most interest-
ing ideas is a potential panel with 
students from Baruch’s Masters of 
Financial Engineering Program. 
Th e program won the 2016 Rotman 
International Trading Competi-
tion held in Toronto. Other pos-
sible events include a career night 
at a New York Hall of Science, visit-
ing one of the hidden planetarium 
docks located in Manhattan, go-
ing to a Math Encounters lecture 
at the National Museum of Math-
ematics, data science competition 
team workshops and lectures on 
web scraping, which is a tech-
nique of extracting information 
from websites.
 
Senior Vice Chancellor for 
University Relations and Board 
Secretary Jay Hershenson is urg-
ing the CUNY community to ad-
vocate to New York state legisla-
tors in support fi nding for CUNY 
in the fi nal state budget nego-
tiations. “Th e State of New York 
and New York City must resolve 
the funding shift of $485 million 
without harm to CUNY students 
and faculty.” said Hershenson 
in an email, “...It is imperative 
that the University receive fund-
ing for our collective bargain-
ing costs since CUNY has been 
without a contract since 2010.” 
Supporters can visit www.sup-
portcuny.org to contact Albany 
lawmakers before the April 1 
budget deadline.
________________________ 
A two-hour debate that 
touched on climate change and 
various anti-Semitic activities at 
CUNY resulted in Republicans 
in the state Senate endorsing 
a one-house budget resolu-
tion that would transfer costs 
to New York City while simulta-
neously increasing funding for 
public schools and cutting mid-
dle-class taxes. Th e resolution, 
which passed 39-20, would shift 
$876 million worth of costs to 
New York City. Part of the ratio-
nale for the shift is attributed to 
what Republicans believe to be 
a lackluster response to recent 
anti-Semitic incidents at CUNY. 
________________________
A lawsuit fi led by two former 
Medgar Evers College employ-
ees alleges that the college’s 
modern-looking academic 
building containing its state-of-
the-art science laboratories is 
riddled with a potentially deadly 
combination of defective gas 
valves and non-functioning car-
bon monoxide detectors. Both 
Jean June, the college’s former 
chief engineer, and Cory Wright, 
the college’s former chief ad-
ministrative superintendent, 
claim they were fi red from their 
positions for reporting the gas 
problem along with other infra-
structure issues. A spokesman 
for the college stated that the 
claims made by June and Wright 
are “exaggerated and exploited 
by two disgruntled employees.”
________________________
A City College of New York re-
search team led by chemist Ma-
hesh K. Lakshman has devised a 
method to cleave generally inert 
bonds to allow the formation of 
new ones, allowing for the easy 
generation of new molecules. 
Lakshman and his colleagues’ 
method allows for the formation 
of carbon-nitrogen bonds from 
the cleavage of carbon-hydrogen 
bonds. Th ese carbon-nitrogen 
bonds display structural simi-
larities to dideoxynucleosides, 
which can be found in antiviral 
pharmaceuticals. 
________________________
A failing acceptance model 
has driven an acclaimed high 
school into turmoil after many 
of its students were found to be 
failing college courses early on. 
Pathways in Technology Early 
College High School in Brooklyn 
was lauded by President Obama 
in 2013 for using a lottery sys-
tem, rather than an academic 
entrance exam while combining 
the traditional high school with 
two free years of CUNY com-
munity college and paid IBM 
internships. In 2014, P-TECH 
stated that 21 percent of grades 
earned by its students in college 
courses were Ds and Fs.  
COMPILED BY 
JONATHAN SPERLING
N e w s  B r i e f s
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USG answers calls for candor with blog postings
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th e introductory post of the se-
ries, titled “Th e Budgets are Com-
ing!” details how the budget will be 
broken down in future posts, justi-
fying why commentary for all post-
ings is necessary. 
Following this was a second 
post, “Th e Myths, the Legends...
mostly the myths,” posted on 
March 3. A pie chart displayed a 
breakdown of what channels the 
$125 activity fee of full-time stu-
dents goes toward. Th e athletics 
department, student center and 
student building fund are listed as 
top benefi ciaries. To date, this sec-
ond post is the lengthiest out of the 
four posted so far. 
It also falsifi ed two common 
myths: the entire student activ-
ity fee is given to USG and that 
the amount of money allocated to 
clubs is negatively correlated to the 
amount of events put on by USG 
during the semester.
“I think people need a context of 
how the USG budget works before 
they can even criticize this USG 
or the next USG on if they have 
been using the money properly,” 
explained Sourbis, who noted that 
this was the fi rst year of the sys-
tem’s implementation. 
“I’ve put up the budget of what 
we were allocated to use for this 
year but not necessarily what we 
spent yet. Th at is a really compli-
cated thing, to fi nd out those num-
bers exactly.”
Sourbis has also used the blog 
to clarify how money is distrib-
uted. “Th is is more of letting me 
teach you about the budget fi rst, 
before we go into how you think 
we are spending it, because there 
is so much more that people need 
to understand before they can criti-
cize us, or anybody.”
Th e third installment of the 
series, posted on March 10, in-
cluded part one of the USG op-
erations budget, defi ned in the 
preceding post as being “what 
allows it [USG] to operate on a 
day-to-day basis.” 
A hyperlinked PDF supplied 
a detailed explanation of several 
USG programs along with their re-
spective budget lines in the form 
of a chart, which included lines 
for refreshments, equipment and 
contracts. Listed underneath this 
graphic is a breakdown of monthly 
stipend amounts for the 22 USG 
representatives who hold seats on 
the senate table. Th e Baruch Col-
lege board of directors determines 
stipends amounts.
“I know that there was a lot of 
confusion when it comes to the 
[USG] budget as of last year, so 
this year we decided that not only 
are we going to have club budgets 
on the website, but also our own 
budget so that clubs can see how 
we function,” explained Agata 
Poniatowski, who maintains the 
website and serves as USG’s pub-
lic relations. “It functions very 
diff erently from the club budgets 
themselves.”
Th e USG president and trea-
surer make $485 a month for their 
contributions to the executive 
board, making them the highest-
paid representatives of the USG. 
Explaining the stipend, Annie 
tells students in the post, “As the 
president of USG I have taken my 
responsibility of signing-off  on 
stipends very seriously. Like any 
other expenditure of USG, it is from 
the student activity fee, which is to 
be taken seriously and not to be 
spent carelessly.”
Th e latest and shortest post, 
published on March 17, revealed 
a second part of USG’s operations 
budget with an array of similarly 
styled explanations for each cat-
egory and its sub-events, including 
the hiring of personnel, program, 
and special projects, such as Lead-
ership Weekend, USG Retreat and 
sustainability improvements (im-
provements around Baruch’s cam-
pus). 
A fi fth post, elaborating on the 
third and fi nal section of USG’s 
operations budget—as well as a 
sixth and fi nal post on USG’s pro-
gramming budget—are sched-
uled to be released in the coming 
weeks.
“Ever since I was in USG, peo-
ple have been asking to see the 
budget,” said Sourbis, who held 
off  on posting the budget initially. 
“It was not because I didn’t want 
to show the budget, we are just 
trying avoid rumors and assump-
tions from people who didn’t 
understand it.” 
She added, “I also accom-
plished not just putting it out there, 
but also giving people the informa-
tion that they deserve to know. I 
don’t think the students deserve to 
see just an Excel sheet with no ex-
planation, they pay this activity fee 
and they pay to give USG a budget, 
and I think they should have the 
context ... they should know how 
exactly their tuition is spent at the 
college and at CUNY.”
In her closing months as USG 
president, Sourbis aims to draw 
more students to the website to 
read about the budgets. “People 
have been asking for this, is it that 
they don’t really care and they 
didn’t really want to know it [the 
budget], or is it that they do care 
and they don’t know it’s out there 
right now? Because they need 
to know.”
As of the afternoon of March 
17, “Th e Budgets are Coming!” 
had registered 24 total page views 
for the month. “Th e Myths, the 
Legends ... mostly the myths” 
registered 75 page views for the 
month and the third post re-
ceived 10 page views. Th e site as 
a whole has received 974 total 
monthly visits.
Mathematics Society unites those in quantitative fields
Students joined the Mathematics Society to celebrate Pi Day by eating diﬀ erent pies accompanied by a lecture about pi.
WWW.USGBEARCAT.COM
USG posted a breakdown of how the student activity fees are allocated. 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
“My freshman year here, I got 
involved with the student services 
committee,” he said. From there, 
Dornbaum was appointed to the 
health advisory board, ran for sen-
ate and became a representative 
senator and ran for vice presidential 
senator of legislative aff airs which is 
his current position. 
Powers joined USG his freshman 
year through way of the student 
services committee. From there, he 
was elected a representative sena-
tor and currently holds a position 
in the faculty/student disciplinary 
committee. 
“I wanted to run for executive 
vice president to play a larger, in-
ternal role in the team,” explained 
Powers. “I feel that I’m a good team 
builder and I’m working with a re-
ally motivated group of people.” 
As part of their platform, Powers 
said they wanted to reach out to the 
Baruch community and get them 
inspired to come together and work 
on diff erent things. 
“One of the major points on 
our platform is reach, just the 
word, to get out there, communi-
cate with students, make new con-
nections beyond that we already 
have. Most of the people we know 
are generally club life because 
those are the fi rst students to get in-
volved on campus, they’re already 
out there. We have to get down to the 
second fl oor, or wherever, tabling 
not only [during] club hours but odd 
hours of the day to cater to every 
Baruch student.”
Dornbaum adds that Baruch 
Believes will also focus on transi-
tioning clubs over to the new Ba-
ruch club and organization tool 
titled MyBaruch hosted on the 
server Orgsync. 
“Th ere will be a big transition this 
year onto Orgsync, onto the server 
of Orgsync and it’s very important 
as USG that we help facilitate that 
transfer for clubs. One thing that we 
were talking about was forming that 
transition team in conjunction with 
inter-club aff airs to allow us to real-
ly, easily, have clubs transfer over to 
this new platform because it’s here 
to stay and we want them to succeed 
in using it,” explained Dornbaum. 
Along with those platform ideas, 
if elected, Baruch Believes plans 
to better utilize the “untapped re-
source” of board and committee 
members as well as reaching out 
and connecting with Baruch stu-
dent media organizations. 
“I currently hold a board posi-
tion in USG and being that they 
are members of the undergraduate 
student government, even though 
we only sit on certain committees 
or boards what have you, we can 
still be more involved with the team 
then the current USG is operating,” 
said Powers.
“I think that is we fi nd a better 
way to utilize, not our connections 
with WBMB and Th e Ticker … I think 
that it’s very important to continue 
to use these resources to us,” added 
Dornbaum. 
 Jalloh, who is running for USG 
president individually, has been 
involved with student clubs and or-
ganizations at Baruch since he was 
freshman. 
“I was vice president of [the] 
Black Student Union. I actually have 
a long running with BSU. First I was 
the membership development indi-
vidual then my junior year, I served 
as the treasurer and then senior year 
coming in, I ran for (president) but 
I lost … and I became [vice presi-
dent].” Jalloh also revamped the 
SEEK Society in 2014 after being 
inactive for a year and was also a 
part of the Urban Male Leadership 
Academy. 
Th is semester, Jalloh is partici-
pating in a fi ve-month program with 
the New York State Assembly in Al-
bany, working under Assemblyman 
Charles Barron. “I act as the ‘make-
shift’ legislative director … What I 
really enjoy is speaking with [the] 
constituency, that’s hands down the 
best part and seeing fellow students 
come in from Hunter and John Jay 
and even Baruch. A couple of weeks 
ago I even saw our USG come up 
for the [New York State Association 
of Black and Puerto Rican Legisla-
tors] caucus. Th at was really cool. 
So that’s the best part, meeting and 
conversing with other legislators 
along with the constituency.”
Jalloh says his candidacy for USG 
president, “was kind of a spur of the 
moment kind of thing. Number one, 
when it fi rst came to mind, I just 
thought that ‘hey, I can actually win.’ 
I believe I’m very confi dent in 
my abilities to run an administra-
tion. I read the [USG] Constitution 
and I saw one of the things that the 
president does is that they speak 
on behalf of the students to the col-
lege administration and I’m some-
one, if I’m speaking on something 
I’m very passionate about, I can 
be very persuasive to put it lightly,” 
said Jalloh. 
“It’s nothing that really jumped 
out at me but one day I woke up 
and I said ‘why not run for USG?’ 
I’m here in Albany, I’ve been in the 
mayor’s offi  ce. I’ve seen how a real 
government works, why not take 
a shot at student government?” 
Jalloh continued. 
One of the points Jalloh wants 
to make while campaigning is to 
increase the undergraduate student 
voter turnout rate. 
“I’m not very big on being a poli-
tician and providing big buzzwords 
but when I got into the room and I 
seen that there was one team and I 
read that last year, they ran unop-
posed. I realized that one thing I’m 
really trying to push now is to try 
and bring up the voting turnout.” 
Another push for Jalloh is togeth-
erness. “Being at one of the most 
diverse colleges, I think that there 
is more competition than collabora-
tion. So one of my big things is trying 
to bring together people of diff erent 
clubs, diff erent ethnicities, diff erent 
backgrounds, diff erent work class-
es,” said Jalloh. 
Jalloh says he aims to push for 
togetherness specifi cally between 
clubs and organizations. “I think 
one thing we can do is help facili-
tate ideas and bring clubs together. 
Like ‘hey, this club over here is also 
throwing a dinner, did you ever 
think about collaborating?’ Or, ‘this 
club just appealed for a confer-
ence to this institution, maybe your 
club may be interested and you can 
combine funds.’ So I believe once 
I’m elected I will have a clear view 
of how to do it but I would say, it 
shouldn’t be that diffi  cult of a task to 
bring clubs together.” 
A few changes are being made 
for the 2016-17 USG elections. USG 
President Annie Sourbis stated that 
electronic voting machines will be 
brought to Baruch during elections.
Another change to election sea-
son is the available times students 
can vote. “One other thing, if you 
may have noticed, the hours and 
days of election days have changed,” 
explained Sourbis. 
“Now there’s a Saturday nine 
to fi ve and then Tuesday through 
Th ursday, which we’ve always had, 
but now it’s nine a.m. to nine p.m. 
where it use to be 12 p.m. to nine 
p.m. Dan [Dornbaum] and I worked 
on a proposal to change that. So 
that’s one thing we got to change 
and we’re very excited about that 
because we have weekend students 
and morning students and night 
students and we need to represent 
them better.”
Th e last change to the USG elec-
tion is the way the USG Constitu-
tion referendum process works. “So 
right now, I’ve been in works with a 
company, SeamlessDocs, and they 
basically can do the referendum 
electronically. And so it’ll all be 
there. It’s more secure, you can do it 
on your tablet or on your phone, it 
follows all federal laws and I’m just 
waiting to present that last part to 
SERC and if they approve it.” 
Th e 2016 USG Elections will be 
held on April 9 and from April 12 to 
April 14.
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Majority of candidates for next year’s USG will run unopposed
BY DAMLA BEK
EDITORINCHIEF
Every semester, event pro-
moters make their way onto the 
Baruch College campus, off ering 
tickets for various events, such as 
paintball and comedy club out-
ings, at a discounted price. Th ese 
promoters typically interrupt 
classes to pitch their products, 
much to the chagrin of professors 
and students. 
Th is semester, a promoter 
from AMP Promotions and Life-
style Marketing off ered $5 tickets 
to Cousins Paintball, which has 
locations in Long Island, Staten 
Island, New York City and New 
Jersey. Th e AMP college exclusive 
online store also has $10 tick-
ets for Th e Stand, a comedy club 
located on East 20th Street and 
Th ird Avenue. 
According to its website, AMP 
LLC. is a marketing company that 
specializes in on-site marketing: 
“On-site marketing campaigns 
are a great way to cut through the 
advertising clutter and make a 
favorable, lasting impression on 
consumers. Since 2005 AMP Pro-
motions has delivered solutions 
large and small to an assortment 
of clients. By coupling innova-
tive marketing techniques with 
sound business strategy, we are 
able to gain traction where others 
outfi ts cannot.” 
At this time, it is unclear wheth-
er or not the employees who do 
on-site marketing on college cam-
puses are also students of the col-
leges they advertise on. 
Earlier this month, Dinahlee 
Colon, a senior majoring in corpo-
rate communications, bought six 
tickets to Cousins Paintball from 
an AMP Life promoter. Th e pro-
moter in question interrupted her 
evening communications class 
and gave a very brief sales pitch.
“Essentially, I was interested 
off -gate, so we took this outside. 
I was going to buy three of them, 
and she got me to buy six of them. 
She said, ‘if you buy four for $20, 
you can get two for free … this is 
a pretty good deal because this is 
a $180 value for $20,’” said Colon. 
“Th ey’re supposed to expire Au-
gust 2016; however, I can … extend 
my time. Basically, they’re up to 
the end of the year.” 
Damali Smith, acting direc-
tor of Student Life, emphasized 
that these promoters are not sub-
sidiaries of Baruch College or of 
Student of Life. “Th e college has 
no association with these ticket 
sellers and ask that students re-
port them to Public Safety or our 
offi  ce to get a name or more in-
formation on the student or per-
son selling, as we have had stu-
dents lose money on false tickets,” 
said Smith. 
Representatives from the 
Department of Public Safety 
said that students who bought 
tickets should fi le a report and 
make an eff ort to take a pic-
ture and get the name of the 
event promoters when they visit 
classrooms. 
Th ey also said that it is impor-
tant that students do not lend out 
their ID cards to friends or strang-
ers who want to get into the school. 
Likewise, Public Safety has a list of 
students who have been banned 
from entering Baruch’s campus.
Lastly, they recommended 
that faculty members be con-
scious of the situation. Th ey said 
that many event promoters claim 
to be associated with the school 
in some way, and because of 
this claim of credibility, profes-
sors tend to allow them to give 
their pitch. 
Th at being said, only faculty 
have the authority to allow or dis-
allow promoters from taking con-
trol of the classroom for however 
brief a period of time. 
Promoters interrupt class
“Being at one of the most diverse colleges, I think that there is more 
competition than collaboration. So one of my big things is trying to bring 
together people of diﬀ erent clubs, diﬀ erent ethnicities, diﬀ erent back-
grounds, diﬀ erent work classes.”
- Jibreel Jalloh, USG presidential candidate
The Baruch Believes USG team is running without opposition, except for the platform’s presidential candidate, Daniel Dornbaum, who is being challenged by Jibreel Jalloh
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Medgar Evers College’s shiny new Academic Building 1 may have 
itself a rather large problem. Two former employees of the college 
are alleging that the renowned building’s science laboratories con-
tain hazardous conditions that may potentially lead to a deadly gas 
explosion. Jean Jeune, Medgar Evers former chief engineer, and Cory 
Wright, the ex-chief administrative superintendent, are the former em-
ployees making the accusations. Jeune and Wright say that they made 
numerous complaints about the poor safety standards and health 
hazards they claim are present in the AB1 building, which include de-
fective gas valves and non-functioning carbon monoxide detectors. 
Th e two men claim, however, that the issue was swept under the rug 
by both CUNY and Medgar Evers administration, ending with Wright 
being fi red. Jeune also says that he was demoted from his position 
for his whistleblowing.
Th e allegations made by the two men have yet to be proven in a 
court of law; however, if they are true, it would certainly be quite the 
egg on the face for CUNY. 
In 2012, the $247 million building won the Brooklyn Building 
Award in the category of education. With this news coming during a 
critical moment for CUNY, where contract negotiations are beginning 
to reach a boiling point, the last thing the university system needs is 
bad publicity.
Th e alleged situation does make one think of the safety standards of 
their own learning environment. Assuming that the air you are breath-
ing is not laced with fatal amounts of carbon monoxide is a privilege 
most CUNY students might take for granted. As anyone who has for-
gotten their ID may tell you, Baruch College does seem to enjoy im-
plementing safety precautions. Additionally, most Baruch students 
would probably not list worries about the building’s air quality on their 
list of concerns. 
Regardless of the result of any ongoing investigation, one should be 
hopeful that this news story will have all CUNY schools double check-
ing to ensure their safety standards are up to date. Th ousands of people 
pour in and out of these buildings daily and should not have to worry 
about corners being cut.
If Jeune and Wright are telling the truth and Medgar Evers and 
CUNY did indeed knowingly sweep information about potential gas 
leaks or explosions under the rug, then these men are simply perform-
ing their civic duty and responsibility by bringing light to the problem. 
However, one can only hope that the two men are misinformed, as the 
alternative is much more abhorrent.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
CUNY schools deserve the 
enforced safety standards
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Hulk Hogan, World Wres-tling Entertainment Hall of Famer, actor and now 
the most recent victim of the In-
ternet bully known as Gawker, is in 
the news. Th e media company has 
once again portrayed their sense-
less obsession with celebrities and 
their private lives. Hogan is su-
ing Gawker for $100 million dol-
lars over the public release of his 
sex tape. 
Th is all started when Hulk Ho-
gan, whose real name is Terry Bol-
lea, befriended a Tampa DJ host 
known as Bubba the Love Sponge. 
Hogan expressed interest in Heath-
er, Bubba’s wife, and a mutual 
agreement was made between the 
three. Th e three agreed that Hogan 
could have sex with Heather if Bub-
ba was allowed to record it. Th e sex 
tape was then posted in a Gawker 
blog post in 2012. 
Hogan claims the tape was 
leaked by Bubba to get back at Ho-
gan for wronging him. Bubba de-
nied these claims, saying the tape 
was stolen from him and that he 
had no part in its release. Some-
how in the end, Gawker got their 
hands on the tape and uploaded 
part of the video to their website. 
Later, Gawker removed it from their 
website. Hogan sued both Bubba 
and Gawker, settling out of court 
with Bubba. 
Gawker claims they were only 
carrying out “good journalism” by 
reporting and publishing the tape. 
Th e former editor of Gawker, A.J. 
Daulerio, was called to testify and 
was asked, “Can you imagine a 
situation where a celebrity sex tape 
would not be newsworthy?” He 
went on to say it was “pretty stan-
dard operating procedure” to seize 
and publish photographs and vid-
eos of celebrities in compromising 
or intimate situations, regardless of 
whether the celebrity might object 
or be embarrassed. 
Th e former editor later stated 
that invasion of privacy is not a 
concern at Gawker. When topless 
photos of Kate Middleton were 
published there was no discus-
sion in the Gawker newsroom if 
the publication of these photos 
would violate her privacy. Th is 
highlights the type of journalism 
employed at Gawker. Th e slogan on 
their website is “Today’s gossip is 
tomorrow’s news.” 
However, this is not the only ex-
ample of Gawker’s so-called “jour-
nalism.” Gawker has been accused 
of lacking any sort of respect or re-
gard for privacy many times before, 
but the “news” outlet has many 
more faults. Th e Columbia Jour-
nalism Review has called Gawker, 
the bully of the Internet. In Octo-
ber 2014, a Gawker writer tweeted, 
“bring back bullying.” Gawker has 
repeatedly claimed Fox News re-
porter Shepard Smith to be gay, 
with zero evidence to prove these 
claims. When one of Buzzfeed’s 
writers was caught plagiarizing 
stories, Gawker celebrated his near 
public fi ring with an unashamed 
bashing of his character. Th e media 
outlet also loves to openly hate on 
Vice, Th e New York Times and, of 
course, Buzzfeed. 
Hogan does indeed have a 
right to privacy, but the reason he 
and his team are using to support 
the claim is silly. Hogan claims 
he would discuss these things as 
Hulk Hogan, the character, and not 
as Bollea. 
Gawker, however, claims the sex 
tape was fair game because Hogan 
talked about his sex life publicly, 
most notably on radio shows. As 
an avid fan of the WWE since 2003, 
what Bollea is saying makes sense. 
All the wrestlers in the WWE are 
playing some type of character 
whether it be an all-American hero 
like Hulk Hogan was or an undead 
wizard, like the Undertaker. But 
this reasoning is laughable. 
In the age we live in today, sex 
tapes are newsworthy for some 
reason. If Gawker were displaying 
supposed good journalism, they 
would not have even mentioned 
this or lifted it up to such a high 
pedestal. Th ey would report on 
issues that actually matter to so-
ciety—issues such as income in-
equality or climate change. Gawker 
is not a source of journalistic in-
tegrity. It is a gossip site that deals 
in rumors, hearsay and nonsense. 
Th ese are not the characteristics of 
good journalism. 
-Davon Singh
Economics ’17
Gawker performs shoddy journalism
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New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio has been adamant about fi nding alternative 
solutions to several issues during 
his term thus far. Central focuses of 
his include the redistribution of the 
housing market, the eradication of 
the horse-drawn carriages in the 
streets of New York and now the 
prevailing overpopulation in most 
New York City public schools. 
Th ousands of students in the 
city attend public schools consid-
ered overcrowded by the standards 
of the New York Department of 
Education. Th e extent to which the 
overcrowding occurs varies, but the 
most extreme cases rely on the use 
of trailers that serve as temporary 
classrooms for students, as schools 
anxiously wait for funding to come 
their way. 
Th e initiative to get rid of the 
trailers has been proposed, and 
half a billion dollars has gone to 
the project. Th e plan is to build new 
classrooms that can be used for 
educational purposes in lieu of the 
trailers. So far, however, only about 
half of the students whose educa-
tional environment is a “classroom 
trailer” has been relocated. 
Some schools give teachers and 
students the power to use their 
hallways as classroom extensions. 
Th is may be a way to easily house 
all children enrolled in the same 
school, but blocking a hallway 
and creating disturbance are not 
effi  cient ways to solve the problem.
De Blasio instituted a plan that 
would allocate enough money from 
the DOE to build classrooms to fi t 
44,000 children. 
Although the prospect of ad-
ditional and appropriate learning 
environments is enticing, this plan 
leaves over 80,000 other children 
unaccounted for. 
Some of de Blasio’s initiatives 
are questionable and at times ethi-
cally challenging. But the steps to 
reducing overpopulation within 
New York City public schools may 
boost his credentials and ratings as 
mayor. De Blasio is fi nally address-
ing the issue of overpopulation. 
Although late in his term as mayor, 
he is fi nally making strides with the 
issue and striving to overcome it 
by allocating funds more seriously 
from the DOE. 
De Blasio has to keep pursuing 
interest in this issue in order to es-
tablish adequate learning environ-
ments for all New York City public 
schools. Th ese schools feed into 
top universities and educational 
establishments, such as CUNY, 
which holds approximately 500,000 
college students. If these students 
go to college without having been 
exposed to a necessary and nurtur-
ing educational environment, they 
will be ill-prepared. 
Th ese students will be at a dis-
advantage simply because their 
educational circumstances are not 
up-to-par. De Blasio’s initiatives are 
only the beginning steps to solving 
this overarching problem. 
-Yelena Dzhanova
Pol. Sci. ’19
Mayor late to addressing overcrowding 
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Th e far-right Alternative fur Deutschland party gained political suc-
cess in Germany, coming second in regional elections in Saxony-An-
halt and third in Rhineland-Palatinate and Baden-Wuerttemberg. As a 
result, members of AfD are now part of the law-making process.
For a country that tried so hard to acknowledge and repress its Nazi 
history, having far-right infl uence in the parliament is unnerving, espe-
cially at a time when the country has to process over one million refugees. 
Th e German attitude has changed a lot in the past year; once wel-
coming the refugees with cheers and pro-refugee signs, the population 
is slowly realising that fi nancially supporting and integrating over one 
million people may be more diffi  cult than they originally thought.
Issues like the refugees, immigration and the economy are the rea-
sons why parties like AfD and the U.K. Independence Party are gaining 
momentum. Th is makes the situation increasingly diffi  cult to ignore, 
even for the United States.
It is interesting to observe how the situation will unfold and how it 
will aff ect Germany’s allies. Will Angela Merkel and the Social Demo-
crats reign in Germany, or will other parties replace them with a diff er-
ent approach on the refugee crisis?
Rise of the right signals shift in Germany
Gawker leaked Hulk Hogan’s private sex tape on its website without regard to Hogan’s privacy
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Th e confl agration of the Syr-
ian civil war was caused by the 
ingenuity of opportunists of a 
variety of ideological tilts, look-
ing to profi t despite the chaos. 
Th ough the Islamic State group 
reigns supreme in the headlines, 
a smattering of militia outfi ts like 
the Northern Storm Brigade and 
the Sham legion vie for control in 
a desert pockmarked by artillery 
shells. Among these groups, West-
ern offi  cials have come to favor the 
Syrian Kurds, both for posterity’s 
sake and for their eff ectiveness at 
dispatching Islamist forces. Th e 
Kurds have taken this opportunity 
to insert themselves, fi nally, into a 
bordered nation-state. Th ey have 
long possessed territory near the 
northern border of Syria and Iraq 
with near-autonomy, but lack the 
international recognition and sov-
ereignty requisite to becoming a 
full-fl edged country. 
Th e Syrian Kurds, represented 
primarily by the Democratic Union 
Party declared last week their de-
sire to institute a “federal region” 
to govern their territory. Th ough 
the details are presently unclear, 
the co-president of the party, Salih 
Muslim suggested it would be “an 
inclusive region of representation” 
for the varying ethnic groups of 
the region. Turkey has vigorously 
fought back against the idea, citing 
their continued fi ght with Kurd-
ish insurgents in the area despite 
peace accords. Th e complexities of 
the Kurdish geographical situation 
are so vast that reducing them to 
ethnic confl ict and border disputes 
leaves out chunks of the picture. A 
federal polity for the Kurdish peo-
ple would immediately draw the 
ire of an unstable region. 
Curiously, Russia has demand-
ed their presence at the peace talks 
in Syria, given their stake and ef-
fi cacy in the civil war. Russia’s 
angle in laying the groundwork 
for a Kurdish state is likely to build 
a relationship with an admin-
istration that is neither Islamist 
nor named Assad. 
As evidenced by Russia’s grad-
ual retreat from the region, they 
have realized the folly in delaying 
the inevitable, both in human and 
political terms. Consequently, so 
have the other powers—including 
the United States. 
Supporting the creation of a 
Kurdish state could serve as a test 
run in establishing relations be-
tween the Western world and the 
Middle East that will eventually 
emerge from the ashes of the Iraq 
Wars and the Arab Spring. While 
there are certainly no guarantees, 
perhaps a moderate power that the 
West has yet to slight will be key in 
restoring stability.
If that is the case, the question 
becomes a matter of who, rather 
than why. Which country or co-
alition will support the Kurdish 
state in full, and which will the 
Kurds choose to accept, if any? In 
the case that the Kurds reject as-
sistance and pursue statehood in 
their own right, while they have 
the chance, there is no time bet-
ter than now for the legwork to be 
done. Th ough there is no evidence 
yet to support it, the hypotheti-
cal Kurd’s rejection of assistance 
would eff ectively spell the end for 
the political grand strategy that the 
western powers have followed for 
so long. Th e declining effi  cacy of 
interventions, political or military, 
already demands its revision. 
Th is historical moment for the 
Kurdish state will come to defi ne 
both Middle Eastern and interna-
tional politics for generations. And 
for that reason, it can be argued 
that it is not in the United States’ 
interests to intervene any further. 
Th e fragile nature of such an 
endeavor has no room for the 
indecision that has come to de-
fi ne American foreign policy, and 
drone strikes cannot draw a bor-
der. Letting the Kurdish people 
seize the moment themselves 
would be akin to letting the market 
correct itself, as opposed to direct-
ing it in a particular way. Many of 
the Middle East’s seemingly end-
less confl icts are in part inspired 
by the way borders were drawn 
and people were divided when the 
colonial powers exited the region. 
Th ough ethnic confl ict is cer-
tainly not so simple to resolve, a 
hands-off  advisory policy might 
be better suited to restoring order 
to a lawless swath of battle-scarred 
land. Bloodletting is necessary and 
inescapable—especially consider-
ing the parties involved. 
Air strikes only radicalize more 
to the Islamic cause, and fi ghting 
proxy wars via rebel groups and 
loyalist forces only serves to fur-
ther intensify confl ict. It is best for 
the United States to observe and 
report rather than get their hands 
dirty. A self-made state contains 
the threat of Islamic terrorism 
better than direct engagement. 
Arming and training rebels is 
a failed strategy—they lack the 
cohesion and unanimity of inter-
ests to eff ectively sustain com-
bat with the forces of the Islamic 
State group and al-Nusra. Letting 
the Kurds do what they do best 
might give the region a fi ghting 
chance at peace.
Easier Internet access brings progress
The FCC recently announced that it may be considering to allow families beneath a cer-
tain income level to pay $9.25 for 
broadband Internet. 
Th is new initiative is a part of 
a program called “Lifeline,” un-
leashed by the FCC. Th e vote to 
approve the program will take 
place on March 31, and is expect-
ed to pass due to the Democratic 
majority that is among the FCC 
commissioners. 
It is a sign of the times, where 
the most powerful medium for 
information may now be read-
ily available for millions of Ameri-
cans who at one point could not 
aff ord it. 
It may be an unusual thought 
for some that the service that pow-
ers one’s ability to check Facebook 
and stream the latest hit single is 
out of reach for so many. Sadly, it 
is a reality for many and it is a tre-
mendous sign of progress that the 
FCC has begun to understand it. 
It is great that the FCC has been 
working to fi x the issue
It should be equally unsurpris-
ing that the Internet is seen less 
as a luxury and more as a utility. 
If a salesperson were to off er one 
bottle of water at an infl ated price 
under the guise that it was “20 per-
cent less toxic,” compared to that 
of a competitor, the reaction would 
be appropriately infl ated to say 
the least. 
Th is was the crux of the net 
neutrality vote last year, during 
which the FCC ruled against tele-
com fi rms being able to throttle 
bandwidth speeds unless they 
were paid to bring them back to 
regular quality. Th e Lifeline pro-
gram appears to be a natural ex-
tension of the vote, where the right 
to information in the digital age 
seems to have fi rmly cemented 
itself in the governing conscious-
ness. Th ere should be little to stop 
the momentum of such a vote, 
as it would bring many benefi ts 
and raise equality standards in a 
diff erent regard.
However, last year’s net neu-
trality vote did not go smoothly. 
Mainstream media sources fol-
lowed the vote for months and 
Internet provider giants such as 
Time Warner and Comcast heav-
ily opposed voting in favor of net 
neutrality. Seeing as FCC Commis-
sioner Tom Wheeler see Lifeline as 
a way to possibly get Internet pro-
viders into low-income areas, the 
vote may attract some opposition 
from the same Internet giants who 
stand to profi t from the current 
status quo. 
Asking major companies to en-
ter areas where they are less likely 
to make a profi t is practically ask-
ing for harsh rhetoric, the same 
that almost led the net neutrality 
vote to fail. 
Th e legitimacy of criticisms to 
Lifeline would likely end the same 
way the criticisms of net neutrality 
ended, drowned out by members 
of Internet communities and regu-
lar users who saw the absurdity in 
artifi cially manipulating people’s 
access to information. 
In an age of new populism 
and harsh critiques of rampant 
capitalistic ventures bordering 
on monopolies, it should have 
been clear to the executives of 
both Comcast and Time Warner 
that their personal off ences at net 
neutrality would not have gone as 
well as they hoped. It would be no 
surprise if Lifeline was saved the 
same way.
Th is is not the fi rst initiative to 
provide Internet as a utility, though 
perhaps it is the fi rst implement-
ed on a much more immediate, 
practical scale. 
Last year, tech visionary and 
billionaire Elon Musk announced 
his implementation of a satel-
lite program that would pro-
vide the world with free Internet 
connection. 
However, dreams like Musk’s 
can be seen as far-off  visions of an 
ideal-tinged future, whereas the 
Lifeline proposal distinguishes 
itself by being a singularly more 
realistic and implementable pro-
gram, which gives the plan even 
more of a positive edge to it. Th e 
dream of Internet for all would 
take its fi rst steps with Lifeline. 
Following the Lifeline vote, if it 
passes, it may not be too diffi  cult to 
imagine a vote to delegitimize the 
idea of the Internet as a luxury to 
regular income citizens.
It is already known that Ameri-
cans overpay for wireless services, 
a 2011 study revealing that Ameri-
cans on average pay around $340 a 
year extra for comparatively slow-
er services than that of the rest of 
the world. 
Th e throttling of simpler wire-
less services may reach a tipping 
point in the public consciousness, 
especially a consciousness that en-
compasses a newer, more techno-
logically-enabled generation. To 
those who grew up with the web 
already in existence and paid for 
by someone else, they may be sur-
prised when they come of age and 
end up paying for that which they 
took for granted. 
If the great movement of the 
millennium ends up being the 
freedom of the Internet, it would 
likely begin with helping those 
the most in need of the power of 
the Internet. 
-Reuven Glezer
Journalism ’19
US cannot meddle in creation of state
The FCC will vote on making the Internet a commodity open to anyone, regardless of income
A recently-passed Virginia law has banned child mar-riage in the state. Th is new 
legislation has shed light on a ne-
glected aspect of U.S. life. Child 
marriage usually occurs between a 
female child and a male adult, but 
the defi nition does not exclude 
a male child wedded to a female 
adult. Prior to the enactment of the 
law, young girls aged 13 years and 
younger needed parental consent 
and a judge’s approval to marry. 
Since 2004, according to the state’s 
marriage bureau, thousands of 
teenagers have gotten married, 
200 of which were reported to be 
younger than 15.
Now, however, the minimum 
age requirement to get married 
in the state of Virginia is 16. In the 
United States, marriage laws vary 
by state, with more than 20 states 
allowing marriage under the age of 
16 with parental consent. 
New Yorkers may be surprised 
to learn that between 2000 and 
2010, 3,853 children were mar-
ried—many between 16 and 17 
with parental consent and some as 
young as 14 with judicial approval 
to avoid charges of statutory rape.
Child marriage in today’s Unit-
ed States by nature transgresses 
social acceptability and overspills 
boundaries. Th e truth is child 
marriage exists. But now, citizens 
can rely on religious, cultural and 
bureaucratic forces to uphold the 
new law. Little has changed on the 
matter since Hollywood produced 
an educational fi lm entitled Child 
Bride in 1943 to highlight the is-
sue. Th e movie is based on the 
marriage of a 9-year-old girl to a 
22-year-old man in Tennessee in 
1938 that made national head-
lines, yet raised the hackles of re-
ligious authorities for indecency.
Child marriage raises impor-
tant social questions. Conse-
quences include poverty, poor 
education, domestic beatings, 
neglect, health problems, divorce 
and diminishment of women’s 
rights. In all, it promises, for the 
most part, a diffi  cult life, as well as 
a burden on the parents.
It is obvious that strong notions 
of romantic love, unprotected sex, 
the spread of sexually transmit-
ted diseases and teen pregnancy 
speak poorly of the general sex 
education provided in schools 
and at home. And today with im-
migration from Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, the question of 
child marriages assumes wider 
dimensions. It raises issues of pre-
arranged child marriage, dowries 
and religious practices. 
Centuries-old practices can 
and frequently do resist the norms 
of U.S. society, so their adaption 
to our laws may be diffi  cult. Resis-
tance is seen as a way of preserving 
long-standing traditions founded 
on religious conceptions. Th e cur-
rent campaign for the presidency 
highlights the extent to which 
such matters can have dire con-
sequences on newer Americans. 
Dire consequences will prevail 
unless religious and community 
leaders come upfront to reconcile 
or modify older practices accord-
ing to the ways of U.S. life, in order 
to put in practice adaption to a 
newer social environment.
Whatever it is, child marriage 
in any form will continue. Such is a 
sad but true statement to make un-
less religious and civil authorities 
carry out necessary sex education 
and reintroduce the notion of civil 
pride and citizenship and devo-
tion to the commonwealth. 
-Robert Cambria
Journalism ’19
Child marriage prevalent
While it may be surprising for some, child brides are a reality in US THE POLITICKER
STEPHEN ELLIOTT
Decidedly unoptimistic forces have seized us as of late. We are confronted, in 
the worlds of media and entertain-
ment and especially politics, with 
unpleasant, unfair and sometimes 
incomprehensible negativity—the 
negativity of humiliation, of scape-
goating, of bad people behaving 
with impunity. It is delivered to us 
intravenously through our televi-
sions and computers and smart-
phones, and it infects our conver-
sations about the things that are 
supposed to make us happy. It 
incites us to magnify our rage at 
the likes of Kesha’s abusive music 
label, or our frustration with the 
antics of one Martin Shkreli or our 
growing despair at the growing 
movement behind Donald Trump.
It may seem hard to tell if the 
negativity is fed to us because it 
is what we want to read or be-
cause there is little else to cover. 
But there is always optimism out 
there, quietly working to civilize 
our debates and our lifestyles and 
our world.
It is worth pointing out some of 
that optimism, beginning where 
we have grown to expect it least: 
politics. Th at realm of debate has 
been ceded wholesale to the anger 
and frustration that has propelled 
Trump, Ted Cruz and even Ber-
nie Sanders into the running for 
the highest offi  ce in the land. But 
throughout it all, one candidate 
has been unwaveringly optimistic: 
John Kasich. And as the Repub-
lican race narrows to three it is 
worth pointing out the high road 
that he has taken this far.
Th e Kasich campaign has al-
ways touted the same core ideas, 
namely that executive achieve-
ment, swing state appeal and a 
spirit of compromise would be a 
winning combination. It was just 
as much a part of his pitch last 
summer as it is this spring. And it 
was a formula that many thought 
would stick; it underpinned the 
campaigns of New Jersey Gov-
ernor Chris Christie and New 
York Governor George Pataki, 
and aspects of it animated many 
other campaigns.
Th e problem is that these ideas 
very quickly hit a wall. As Trump’s 
campaign has proven and Cruz’s 
campaign has corroborated, the 
Republican electorate is animated 
by acrimony over achievement—
at one point, a trifecta of political 
outsides held fi fty percent of the 
vote. Th e candidates who tried to 
run traditional campaigns were 
compelled to adapt, and all save 
one failed. Rick Perry, for example, 
tried to match Trump’s personal 
attacks, as did Marco Rubio. Bobby 
Jindal tried to rile up angry evan-
gelicals. And each candidate fell, 
unable to match Trump or Cruz in 
sheer vitriol.
Only one candidate has sur-
vived by pursuing a consistently 
positive message. John Kasich 
was not the only optimist to enter 
this contest—Jeb Bush claimed to 
be running a “joyful” campaign—
but he is the only one who did not 
take the bait on running negative. 
Trump rallies feature beatings 
and racism. Kasich rallies feature 
hugs. And just as surely as every-
one has discounted his campaign 
as a hokey neoconservative throw-
back, he has exceeded expecta-
tions and slipped into third place 
in the race.
It is certainly too soon to tell if 
his optimism will last. But it has 
lasted this far, and there is some-
thing to be said for that. 
-Mikhail Relushchin
Pol. Sci. ’17 
Kasich remains optimistic
The Ohio governor has not stooped to the level of his political rivals
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Michael Horn, the president and 
CEO of Volkswagen Group of Amer-
ica, stepped down from his position 
on March 9, as the company is try-
ing to recover from the emission 
scandal revealed last September.
According to Volkswagen Group 
of America, Horn joined Volkswa-
gen in 1990, but he did not assume 
the positions of president and CEO 
until January 2014. 
He was born in Hamburg, Ger-
many, and received his MBA from 
the University of San Francisco.
Horn held these positions when 
the emissions scandal was revealed. 
According to Th e New York Times, 
he played a key role in rebuild-
ing Volkswagen’s relationship with 
American dealers.  
Th is comes during a time when 
the dealers felt unsupported by the 
executives in Germany and during 
the aftermath of the emission scan-
dal. 
Following Horn’s departure, 
dealers are worried that their rela-
tionship with Volkswagen will dete-
riorate once more.
Th e Environmental Protection 
Agency investigated Volkswagen af-
ter a West Virginia University study 
revealed that the company’s light-
duty vehicles violated the Clean Air 
Act, which protects citizens from 
harmful pollution. 
Each light-duty model entering 
U.S. markets must pass testing for 
safe emission levels. 
According to documents re-
leased by the EPA, Volkswagen was 
able to cheat these tests with the 
use of software, which activated it-
self once the car was being tested, 
promptly regulating the car’s emis-
sions to requiredl evels. 
As it later turned out, emission 
levels were 10-to-40 times higher 
than the levels permitted by the 
EPA.
Th e scandal resulted in many 
resignations, including that of the 
then-CEO of Volkswagen, Mar-
tin Winterkorn. A former CEO of 
Porsche, Matthias Muller, replaced 
him.
A federal judge ruled that the 
company has until March 24 to get 
approval on a plan to fi x the faulty 
diesel cars.
Th is deadline is not the only 
thing that the company has to fear; 
Volkswagen still faces a criminal in-
vestigation and a fi ne that is yet to be 
announced.
Th ere are also signs that Horn’s 
departure represents a bigger prob-
lem within Volkswagen. 
Forbes claimed that the compa-
ny delayed publication of its annual 
report until April 28, which may sug-
gest that the impact of the emission 
scandal is much more signifi cant 
than the company expected.
According to Yahoo Finance, 
Volkswagen closed at 167.40 on Sep. 
17. Five days later—after the scandal 
was revealed—the stock closed at 
111.20. 
Th e stock value did not recover 
to this day, as the March 11 closing 
price stood at 130.45. 
With the combination of these 
fi gures and the delayed annual re-
port, it is possible that Volkswagen 
fears to reveal the physical proof of 
underperformance.
It is unclear where Horn will 
head following his departure. Th e 
press release that announced his 
departure did not give away any 
details, stating, “Th rough mutual 
agreement with Volkswagen AG, 
Horn will be leaving to pursue other 
opportunities eff ective immedi-
ately.”
But an article released by the 
AP on March 10 reveals that Horn 
might have been fi red because of 
clashes with executives in Germany. 
He also refused to be moved out 
of his position and transferred to a 
diff erent country when the execu-
tives from the company’s headquar-
ters suggested the plan.
A week before Horn’s leave was 
announced, Ronald Stach replaced 
Mark Barnes as the vice president of 
sales at Volkswagen. 
A few days later. on March 11, 
Volkswagen’s North American En-
gineering and Planning Center an-
nounced that Burkhard Huhnke 
was hired as the vice president of 
product innovations. 
He previously served as head of 
product engineering at a Volkswa-
gen plant.
Th e sales fi gures for February 
2016 show a somewhat grim situa-
tion. 
Of the 17 models included in 
the report, only three experienced 
a positive year-to-date growth rate. 
One of the cars appears on the 
list twice—the Jetta SportWagen 
was renamed as Golf SportWagen 
and the report lists sales fi gures be-
fore and after the name change.
Another chart released by Volk-
swagen breaks down sales by major 
markets. 
When compared to February 
2015 fi gures, February 2016 saw a 
1.2 percent decrease in car sales. 
A decrease in sales in Brazil and 
Russia, the countries experienced a 
drop of 35.8 percent and 17 percent, 
respectively, was largely blamed for 
economic and political tensions in 
both countries.
For the fi rst two months of 2016, 
Volkswagen saw a 1.4 percent in-
crease in global sales when com-
pared to the fi gures for the fi rst two 
months of 2015.
In the United States, February 
2016 fi gures showed a 7.2 percent 
decrease in sales, with the numbers 
for the fi rst two months showing a 
7.1 percent decline.
Horn was a major fi gure in re-
building Volkswagen’s relationship 
with its dealers and the company’s 
reputation as a whole following the 
emission scandal. 
With him being gone from his 
position, it is hard to predict how the 
company will fare in the near future.
Business
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Customers are enraged at banks 
like TD Bank, due to a policy called 
“reordering,” which changes the 
order in which a bank processes 
transactions. 
Th is practice has caused a large 
amount of overdraft charges to 
customers. 
TD Bank has announced that it 
will move away from the practice as 
early as April. 
Th ese changes coming about 
are not before TD Bank saw the 
profi ts from overdraft protec-
tion services and other consumer 
service fees.
Customers stand in line at the 
local bank waiting to make a trans-
action with the teller at the window.
Five minutes have passed, then 
ten. Th e reason for the long wait is 
because of an angry customer at 
the teller window who is confused 
and frustrated over an account with 
a negative balance. 
Th e customer is not entirely at 
fault. Th e fi nancial institution just 
has vague and murky policies re-
garding overdraft protection.
After the 2008 fi nancial crisis, 
regulators required banks to be-
come more transparent in their 
practices and that meant clearly 
disclosing and explaining the 
terms of every featured fi nancial 
product off ered. 
Th ough some changes began 
to spring up, overdraft practices 
still come with obscure terms and 
hidden costs.
Consumers gathered in a series 
of class-action lawsuits that began 
in 2009, accusing more than a doz-
en big banks of concealing a one-
sided benefi cial practice called 
reordering. 
Th is practice involves banks 
purposely processing larger trans-
actions like mortgage payments 
before taking out smaller charges, 
like the purchase of a cup of cof-
fee, even though the small charges 
were charged fi rst. 
Reordering and arranging 
transactions allows the banks to 
maximize how many overdraft fees 
a customer can incur. 
In their defense, banks not-
ed that the reason for this prac-
tice was to ensure that the larger, 
more important payments were 
covered fi rst.
It is usually the case that when a 
customer spends more than the ac-
tual balance that is in their account, 
the banks will charge of fee of $35 
for each transaction. 
Th is is called an overdraft fee, a 
fee the bank or credit union charg-
es to move money to a checking 
account in order to pay for a trans-
action. Th is transfer may be from a 
linked money market or checking 
or savings account, or it may even 
be the result of a loan made by the 
fi nancial institution.
Recurring, forgettable payments 
like a monthly gym membership 
fee or music streaming subscrip-
tion, can dip an account in the red, 
amounting to multiple fees in a 
single day. 
Banks have a solution—another 
insidious solution that is. Banks 
usually off er lines of credit that cov-
er an account’s insuffi  cient funds, 
but that becomes another form of 
a loan that can add up in the blink 
of an eye.
More than 11 percent of TD 
Bank’s total operating income 
comes from overdrafts and other 
fees, which is, according to Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion data compiled by SNL Finan-
cial, about fi ve times the industry 
average. 
It is important to keep in mind 
that the data was only collected 
within the fi rst nine months of 
last year. 
Th e nation’s big banks collected 
roughly $11 billion in overdraft fees 
last year, accounting for 8 percent of 
profi ts, according to the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau.
Strides have been made by reg-
ulators to require banks to give cus-
tomers an option as to whether or 
not they would like to opt into over-
draft protection or have a trans-
action denied if they do not have 
the funds. 
Th is regulation was passed in 
2010, but consumers still remain 
confused about the terms and con-
ditions of these policies. 
Th e confusion stems from big 
banks creating marketing material 
made to generate ambiguity over 
what overdraft protection really 
means. 
Customers believe they will be 
able to deny transactions, protect-
ing them from incurring the fees. 
Although, simply put, it is a ser-
vice: authorizing banks to charge 
the overdraft fee.
Th e Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau has been looking 
into overdraft fee practices and is 
still in the process of releasing new 
rules. 
However, the promise of a better 
future in the banking industry does 
not help those customers who have 
already been faced with excessive 
overdraft fees.
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau has been looking into the overdraft fee practices of TD Bank to determine new rules.
Horn’s departure from Volkswagen has caused conﬂ ict for dealers who are anxious that the car company will continue to falter. 
JESSICA TOIB | THE TICKER
TD Bank moves away from controversial “reordering” policy
Volkswagen President and CEO steps down during persisting scandal 
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Th e team of four realized the po-
tential that the artisan-crafted bags 
could have in a dominantly manu-
factured American bag industry 
and, consequently, began build-
ing their own brand. After learning 
about the Free Trade Agreement, 
the partners found a specifi c Mo-
roccan artisan to craft what they 
wanted and devised a plan for sup-
plier-importation.
Gramercy Supply Co. distrib-
utes men’s bags through a drop-
shipping method, meaning the 
bags ship directly from the artisan 
to the consumer. Customers can 
choose from 21 bags of three dif-
ferent styles—messenger, satchel, 
and sports bags—in its Downtown, 
Midtown and Uptown collections. 
Th e collections emphasize the 
three sections of Manhattan in 
terms of style and price. As Wax de-
scribed, “Th e diff erence represents 
what Manhattan is like, and this is 
how are bags are. Each has a story.”
Although the styling of the bag 
may diff er according to region, one 
thing that both Wax and Harrison 
assure is that the bags are quality 
products. 
Harrison noted, “Our bags are 
handcrafted by one man.  Th ey are 
not mass-produced but genuinely 
crafted in the same technique.” 
In comparison to other brand-
named bags, Harrison and Wax as-
sure that they have “the best prices 
for hand-crafted genuine bags.”  
Wax added, “No one can com-
pete with our prices.  Competitors 
market to mid-career males who 
will pay more for a brand-name 
bag. We are marketing to a diff erent 
demographic, to college grads who 
will be able to aff ord our premium 
products.”  
Th is idea is furthered through 
their Grambassador program 
which fosters a partnership be-
tween “fashionable young men” to 
promote their products on every-
day endeavors as well as on their 
college campuses in exchange for a 
custom-made bag.
Although Harrison and Wax are 
seeking to expand their business to 
include luggage, travel bags, sports 
bags and overnight bags, they 
are fi rst seeking to solidify their 
grounds with the male consumer. 
Th e market to which their prod-
uct are addressed is the “college 
student” or “recent graduate.”  Th is 
is all part of the duo’s dynamic to 
“stick to the market and business 
[they] know very well.”
Th us far, the company has gen-
erated only positive reviews, in 
accordance with their website tes-
timonials. Wax relayed, “We know 
we are selling a quality product, 
and we are confi dent in what we’re 
selling. Because we use them and 
know their worth, we believe oth-
ers can and should as well.”
Each bag is stamped with a 
fence logo created by Harrison, 
“a metaphorical key to Gramercy 
Park.”
Th e meaning behind this sym-
bol is that “When you’ve made it to 
Gramercy Park, you made it in life.” 
Th is theme of serving the public 
with authentic, premium products 
extends to the pair’s successive 
venture, the Knickerbocker Coff ee 
Company. 
Founded in mid-January, Harri-
son and Wax came in contact with 
a coff ee supplier who would roast 
and import coff ee directly to clients 
through a shipping center in Atlan-
ta, Georgia. 
As described by the founders, 
“the coff ee we market is very spe-
cifi c.  All beans are fair-trade certi-
fi ed and grown on the same farm of 
the same state owned by the same 
family.”
Th e company boasts “crème de 
la crème” coff ee that is diff erenti-
ated more than the standard buy 
and much fresher than shelved cof-
fee chain beans. 
Nine of their coff ees are organ-
ic, three are forest-certifi ed, three 
are shade-grown, one is shipped 
directly from Haiti, and all of the 
decaf is source-water, meaning im-
mersed in water to extract the high 
levels of caff eine.
Th e diff erentiated factor in their 
coff ee is its consistency in taste.  As 
explained by Wax and Harrison, 
each type of coff ee bean their com-
pany sells grows in diff erent coun-
tries. 
Unlike competitors who blend 
beans from diff erent countries with 
diff erent tastes, their “cup of Knick” 
stresses all-around uniformity. 
Th ere is no blending.
Th e co-founders fi rst had to get 
into contact with the roaster.  Hav-
ing already created a business, it 
was much easier for them to fa-
cilitate the process of pushing their 
products forth and creating a mar-
ket for themselves.
In a matter of weeks, Wax and 
Harrison developed a website, 
reaching out to private businesses, 
coff ee shops and bars.  
In mind, the two had the im-
age of a “young, urban male from 
Brooklyn” enjoying “a cup of 
Knick.” 
However, they accept coff ee 
drinkers of all kinds and accredit 
the success of their company to the 
positive word-of-mouth advertis-
ing they have enjoyed.
Although it may seem virtu-
ally impossible to attend school 
full-time and head two diff erent 
companies, Harrison and Wax say 
much of their success is owed to 
time management. 
Harrison pointed out, “We enjoy 
doing it.  It’s not just working and 
hating it.  At the end of the day, it’s 
ours.  We have built something.” 
Wax added, “It is something that 
we do that we like and that puts 
money into our pockets. 
I am even looking into e-Com-
merce departments to work with 
because it’s interesting.  Th e com-
panies are here to stay.”  
In the future, Harrison and Wax 
plan to use their resources in and 
outside of Baruch to help promote 
both companies and brands and 
further expand their businesses.
Baruch students launch coffee and handcrafted bag companies
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Th e European Central Bank cut 
all rates and expanded its quantita-
tive easing program.
Amid growing concerns about 
economic growth and infl ation, the 
19-country eurozone’s central bank 
cut its rates to an all-time low. 
Th e refi nancing rate, the rate of 
interest that banks must pay when 
they borrow funds from the ECB, 
was decreased by 5 basis points to 
zero percent. 
Th e marginal lending facility, 
the rate at which the central bank 
off ers overnight credit to banks, 
was decreased by 5 basis points to 
0.25 percent. 
Th e deposit rate was cut further 
into negative territory. As expected 
by markets, the central bank cut its 
deposit rate by 10 basis points to 
negative 0.4 percent.
Th e purpose of lower interest 
rates is to boost lending by encour-
aging banks to lend more to busi-
nesses and consumers, which in 
turn boosts spending and invest-
ment. 
In 2014, household consump-
tion expenditure and investment 
accounted for 56.5 percent of GDP 
and 18 percent of GDP, respectively.
QE was expanded from 20 bil-
lion euros to 80 billion euros ($89 
billion) starting in April. 
Under QE, the eurozone central 
bank pumps money into the region 
by buying assets, such as bonds, in 
the expectation that the proceeds 
will be invested in the European 
economy. In addition to bonds is-
sued by fi nancial institutions, QE 
will now include bonds issued by 
non-fi nancial corporations.
“Rates will stay low, very low, 
for a long period of time, and well 
past the horizon of our purchases,” 
said Draghi, president of the cen-
tral bank, referring to the QE. Its as-
set purchase program, or the QE, is 
expected to run until at least March 
2017.
Policymakers have come under 
growing pressure to increase mon-
etary stimulus after the eurozone 
slipped back into negative infl ation 
in February. 
According to an early estimate 
by statistics offi  ce Eurostat, annual 
infl ation dropped to negative 0.2 
percent in February, down from 0.3 
percent in January, the worst read-
ing since February of last year. 
Th at is far below the central 
bank’s infl ation target of just under 
2 percent.
Draghi stated, “While very low 
or even negative infl ation rates 
are unavoidable over the next few 
months, as a result of movements 
in oil prices, it is crucial to avoid 
second-round eff ects by securing 
the return of infl ation to levels be-
low, but close to, 2 percent without 
undue delay.”
Low energy prices were the 
main factor behind the drop in 
headline infl ation. 
Energy prices fell 8 percent, 
down from a contraction 5.4 per-
cent in January. 
Core infl ation, which excludes 
food and energy, dropped 0.8 per-
cent, down from 1 percent in Janu-
ary—the lowest since April of last 
year.
Lower core infl ation reading 
suggests that the low energy prices 
are already feeding into the price of 
other goods and services, creating 
what Draghi called second-round 
eff ects that could lead to even lower 
infl ation and eventually lead to de-
fl ation.
“Infl ation rates are expected 
to remain at negative levels in the 
coming months and to pick up later 
in 2016,” said Draghi. Th e central 
bank lowered its infl ation forecast 
for this year to 0.1 percent from the 
1 percent previously predicted. In 
2017, the infl ation is forecasted to 
be at 1.3 percent. Th e previous fore-
cast was for 1.6 percent. 
Refl ecting weaker economic 
prospects around the globe and low 
energy prices, the growth outlook 
was also lowered.  Gross domestic 
product is projected to expand 1.4 
percent this year, lower than a pre-
vious forecast of 1.7 percent. 
In 2017, it is projected to expand 
1.7 percent, lower than a previous 
forecast of 1.9 percent.
Kenneth Tjonasam, a 27-year-
old Baruch College senior major-
ing in fi nance, believes the central 
bank is running out of viable solu-
tions. 
He stated, “I believe the ECB 
moves are unprecedented. I’m 
starting to think they have run out 
of viable patient solutions to ad-
dress the slow growth in aggregate 
demand.”
European markets soared and 
the euro weakened in a reaction to 
the rate cuts and expansion of QE, 
but they reversed when Draghi sug-
gested no further rate cuts. 
“We don’t anticipate that it will 
be necessary to reduce rates fur-
ther,” said Tjonasam. Th en, Euro-
pean markets fell back and the euro 
soared.
In order to further ease private 
sector credit conditions, the cen-
tral bank also decided to off er eu-
rozone fi nancial institutions ultra-
cheap four-year loans. 
Th e central bank said the inter-
est rate on the loans “can be as low 
as the rate on the deposit facility,” 
meaning the eurozone banks could 
get paid to take the loans. 
Th e purpose is to boost lend-
ing to consumers and companies. 
Th ere is no guarantee they will bor-
row the money.
Th e European Central Bank will 
meet again on April 21. No further 
stimulus is expected at the mo-
ment.
European Central Bank expands QE program to 80 billion euros
WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG
The quantitative easing program has resulted in low inﬂ ation rates which have generated much concern over European economic growth.
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Th e team at USG starts prepara-
tions for this show months in ad-
vance, securing audition locations, 
marketing for auditions and creat-
ing a team to judge the contestants. 
Every year, this is one of USG’s big-
gest events. Why is Baruch’s Got 
Talent such an important event to 
USG? Vice President of Student Af-
fairs, Candice Chatterpaul, weighs 
in, “Th is kind of event is important 
to the Baruch community because 
it showcases something other than 
your networking skills, or how good 
your resume is.” 
Most students at Baruch all 
have some type of creative outlet 
that they turn to, but these crafts 
are often overlooked in the class-
room. Baruch’s Got Talent fosters 
a welcoming environment that 
will allow students to showcase 
their skills.
Chatterpaul explains that prep-
aration for a successful show began 
midway through last semester, so 
that all logistics for the show would 
be prepared before auditions. 
“We try to get those out of the way 
fi rst so we can focus on our acts 
more closely and make sure that 
all students are accommodated 
properly.” 
Once dates were blocked off  for 
auditions, USG provided online 
sign ups for students. Student spec-
ifi ed their talent and anything they 
would need to make their auditions 
go smoothly. Auditions lasted for 
30 minutes and were fi lmed for 
the student services committee to 
come back on a later date to review 
and judge the talent.
Judgment day was on March 11 
where the committee chose, over 
a two hour period, who will be ac-
cepted to perform come show day. 
Judgment is not that harsh though, 
according to Chatterpaul. “Ev-
eryone can vote as many times as 
they want, and there’s not exactly a 
set number we shoot for, it’s more 
so on the basis of, ‘if you were sit-
ting in the audience of the show, 
would you enjoy watching this 
on stage?’” 
Th is easy-going vibe of the 
judges will give the future audience 
lots of diverse talent to see. Over 
the three-week course of audi-
tions, 21 students tried out for this 
year’s show. 
Amongst the acts are a slew of 
rappers, singers, poets, magicians 
and someone showcasing their 
jump roping skills. Whether or not 
all 21 will make it onto the stage at 
Mason Hall is unknown, but the 
overall laid back approach USG is 
taking will probably encourage all 
to show up come show date.
Th is is part of USG’s mission: to 
showcase more creative, and less 
business oriented events at Baruch. 
So much of student life is commit-
ted to various networking events, 
mixers and panels that singularly 
focus on business. 
It is also a way for students to 
come and partake in an event that 
is outside of club hours, a ma-
jor time commitment for Baruch 
students. Events that showcase 
one’s creativity help in all aspects 
of life.
Chatterpaul urges, “being able 
to showcase your creativity just 
makes you feel good, and I will al-
ways be a proponent of events that 
make a student’s self-esteem and 
confi dence go up.”
Additionally, this talent show 
can give performing students expo-
sure to people within the entertain-
ment industry. Daniel Dornbaum, 
Vice President of Legislative Af-
fairs, urges the show participants 
to get in touch with judges after 
the show. “After their performance, 
they receive feedback from the 
panel of judges, some of whom are 
agents themselves.” Th is resource 
can be key to a creative student’s 
success, something USG is always 
urging towards. Whoever wins Ba-
ruch’s Got Talent will then move 
on to perform at a larger CUNY-
wide talent show. Th is show will 
have even more agents and talent 
scouts to judge each performer’s 
work. 
Because the talent show has 
restrictions as to what can be per-
formed, USG is in the midst of 
brainstorming more ideas that 
will allow Baruch students to show 
what original and creative avenues 
they are skilled in. Dornbaum and 
USG in its entirety, are advocates 
for other creatively driven clubs 
at Baruch.
USG acknowledges these clubs’ 
success in helping students fi nd 
a sense of creativity and passion 
in a competitive collegiate envi-
ronment. “Clubs like Blue Notes, 
Th espian Club and NYMIA do a 
great job creating outlets for stu-
dents to showcase their creative 
side. Baruch is known for a certain 
type of environment, so it’s nice 
to know that there are these op-
tions for students who wish to in-
corporate music and performing 
arts into their college experience,” 
says Dornbaum.
USG is always working on proj-
ects to try to foster a sense of com-
munity at this predominantly com-
muter school. With their help, and 
the talent of Baruch students, this 
year’s talent show is a reason to 
come watch and marvel in the work 
of your peers. It is also a time to en-
joy what is not necessarily taught in 
Zicklin, Weissman or the School of 
Public Aff airs. Th e day of the show 
is March 31, in Mason Hall. 
Th e team at Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government and the student 
services committee always appre-
ciate help to make this show Ba-
ruch’s best yet. 
Arts & Style
MARCH 21, 2016PAGE 12 THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE
Full House brings classic nostalgia back to Netflix with reboot
TAFANNUM RAHMAN
COPY EDITOR
Whatever happened to predict-
ability, the milkman, the paperboy, 
evening TV? Th e evening is not 
the only time you can catch Fuller 
House, the Netfl ix reboot of the 
original, Full House. 
Appreciating and enjoying Full-
er House will depend a lot on how 
fond viewers were of the original, 
which ran for eight seasons on 
ABC. Th e show is nostalgia at its 
fi nest, with the same old house but 
a diff erent trio trying to negotiate 
parenting. Fuller House seems like 
a forced march down memory lane.
When it aired from 1987-95, Full 
House was a popular family sit-
com, relatable to the lives of many. 
However, it was not until seasons 4 
and 5 that the original show start-
ed to see good reviews. Critics did 
not like the show at fi rst, and the 
reviews were scathing. 
Now with the series making a 
comeback to the surprise and joy 
of fans, the reviews have not been 
great so far either. It may be the 
case that it is a visit to the past, but 
the critics are just taking it a little 
more seriously. Th e 13-episode 
season was highly anticipated and 
long-awaited, with rumors swirl-
ing about a reboot for months and 
even a couple of years in advance.  
At the forefront of pop cul-
ture, most of the cast of Full House 
signed on to return for the Netfl ix 
series except for Mary-Kate and 
Ashley Olsen, who shared the role 
of the youngest Tanner daughter, 
Michelle. Fuller House revolves 
around the eldest Tanner daughter, 
D.J. (Candace Cameron-Bure), a 
recently widowed veterinarian who 
is taking care of her three sons Jack-
son, Max, and baby Tommy. D.J. is 
surrounded by her sister Stephanie 
(Jodie Sweetin) and her best friend 
Kimmy (Andrea Barber), who help 
D.J. raise her three sons with her fa-
ther, aunt and uncles gone from her 
childhood home.
Th e season is mainly comprised 
of quotes and references with catch 
phrases that wink at the original sit-
com. Many characters go in and out 
of the Tanner’s famous home dur-
ing the season, including Danny 
Tanner (Bob Saget), Jesse Katsopo-
lis (John Stamos), Rebecca Don-
aldson-Katsopolis (Lori Loughlin) 
and Joey Gladstone (Dave Cou-
lier). Saget, Coulier, Loughlin and 
Stamos—a producer on the show 
who worked with the original show 
creator Jeff  Franklin—drop in peri-
odically to give viewers a reminder 
of the original Full House.
Forced to raise her children by 
herself, D.J. tries to decide whether 
she is ready to move on from the 
loss of her husband and begin dat-
ing again, with both her high school 
ex-boyfriend Steve Hale (Scott We-
inger) and her co-worker Dr. Matt 
Harmon (John Brotherton) vying 
for her aff ection. When it comes to 
Kimmy’s life and her character, she 
has an on-and-off -again relation-
ship with her husband from whom 
she is separated, Fernando (Juan 
Pablo Di Pace), whom Kimmy had 
a child with.
In addition to the lives of D.J. 
and Kimmy, Stephanie struggles to 
balance her family life with the ca-
reer she has built as a disk jockey. 
She goes on to reveal that being an 
aunt has come to mean so much 
to her because she is not able to 
have children of her own. Th e show 
brings all of these threads together 
in the season fi nale, in a way that 
seems like an appropriate conclu-
sion to the series if it were not to 
come back for a second season. 
Fuller House was created for a 
very specifi c audience: the origi-
nal fans of Full House. Th e show is 
a continuation of the beloved and 
popular sitcom that in a way cel-
ebrates its success due to its fans 
but has little for those new to the 
Tanner family. 
A lot of the references and story 
lines found in the series seem in-
complete for those who did not 
watch the original show. Th ere are 
certainly low points of the fi rst sea-
son, as the show could have given 
its main characters more develop-
ment and original material to work 
with. Th e new, young cast has po-
tential of being further developed, 
and there is barely a balance of the 
old and the new.
On the surface, Fuller House is 
every sitcom revival’s dream. Th e 
chemistry among cast members is 
even better than that of the 1990s 
show, and the set is a freakishly 
accurate recreation of the original. 
Th e set accurately captures the tiny 
couch that could barely seat two 
people and the famous stairwell 
involved in many family disagree-
ments. Fuller House is huge among 
fans and is already renewed for a 
second season. 
Th e show dominated social me-
dia over the weekend of its release. 
Netfl ix does not publicly announce 
its viewership data; therefore no 
one outside of the company knows 
how many people watched it. Even 
the creator, Jeff  Franklin, does not 
get any wind on the numbers. It 
will be interesting to see how the 
second season of Fuller House will 
attempt to bring new storylines, 
keeping a touch of the old feel.
Cameron-Bure, Sweetin and Barber are faced with new challenges as adults in Fuller House, the Netﬂ ix reboot of Full House.
Auditions begin as USG prepares for Baruch’s Got Talent showcase
Baruch students step out of the classroom to display hidden talents not otherwise seen in a predominantly commuter school.
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
WWW.EW.COM
THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE I PAGE 13MARCH 21, 2016
O’Brien takes audiences on a journey in New Media Artspace exhibit
TAFANNUM RAHMAN & BRANDON ANDUJAR
COPY EDITOR & CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On the third and fourth fl oors of 
the William and Anita Newman Li-
brary stands a vacant, nearly pitch-
black room. Students are either too 
busy checking in books they forgot 
to return or standing in line with 
their phone in their hand, patiently 
waiting to use the public desktops 
centered on the main fl oor. Not one 
student bothers to glance over to 
the corner and notice the New Me-
dia Artspace, and if they do, they 
turn their head right back to their 
computer screen.
Th e purpose of renovating the 
old telephone phone booths of the 
library was to create an innovative 
exhibition space for the New Media 
Arts program. Th e initial exhibition 
featured for this newly renovated 
space was Unexposed, completed 
by the fi rst cohort of students to 
complete the New Media Arts mi-
nor at Baruch College. Th e New 
Media Artspace has even allowed 
artists like Nicolas O’Brien to show 
their work, in an eff ort to increase 
the attention the arts deserve 
at Baruch.
Nicholas O’Brien’s Th e Four 
Tools, currently being featured in 
the New Media Artspace, is a series 
of 3D animations addressing issues 
of labor, technology and personal 
history. In order to address each of 
these subjects, he focuses on four 
diff erent but trivial objects that 
have intersected his life in some 
way. O’Brien narrates each of these 
animations on screen, pondering 
over the social and cultural mean-
ing of the coat rack, the church key, 
the eraser and the broom. O’Brien 
could have named this piece of 
work Th e Four Th ings, but instead 
he called it the Th e Four Tools. Th e 
word “tools,” unlike “things,” serves 
much more purpose, because it is 
needed in order to fulfi ll a void. 
On the fi rst fl oor is the on-screen 
animation focused on the broom. 
Th e broom reminds O’Brien of the 
origins of his working life in a gas 
station. While working in the gas 
station, he would sweep, creat-
ing lines and patterns of dirt while 
whistling, an activity he typically 
associated with happiness or be-
ing content. A minimalistic activity 
such as sweeping or even reading a 
book ignites a feeling of happiness 
within the human mind. 
Th e coatrack serves a bit of a 
diff erent purpose for O’Brien. He 
reminds viewers that the coat rack 
is in all actuality a timestamp, 
marking the beginning and end-
ing of someone’s day. He creatively 
calls it a “visual archive,” holding 
all the markings of one leaving and 
coming. Aside from marking 
departure, it holds meaning in the 
sense that it marks sociality. He 
makes this point when describing 
how essential it is as part of some-
one’s home, saying that it is an 
item no home should be without. 
With both of these tools, O’Brien 
exposes their hidden symbolism 
and everyday profundity in the 
human life.
In the same sized room on the 
fourth fl oor is the part of the se-
ries dedicated to the church key. 
O’Brien describes the church key 
as a humble object that only does 
what it is meant to do: open an 
object. Th is object serves the pur-
pose of opening and releasing the 
contents of a sealed place. In most 
instances, we use a church key to 
open a cold can of soda or a bottle 
containing an alcoholic beverage. 
O’Brien says that when the action 
of opening a can or bottle with 
the church key occurs, it usually 
gathers people together and uni-
fi es them in conversation. It is in 
this moment that space is created 
for confession and repentance, 
according to O’Brien. It is a sym-
bolic tool for O’Brien that unlocks 
more than just the contents of a 
sealed object, but more of a tool 
for unlocking a safe place with 
confessions between individuals.
Th e last part of the visual series 
is on the fi fth fl oor and is focused 
on the symbolism of the eraser. 
O’Brien recalls when he stopped 
using pencils, which then led to 
him rarely encountering the eraser. 
It was not until he realized the true 
symbolic meaning an eraser had 
that he began to miss it. An eraser 
has the ability to erase, of course, 
but it also has the potential to heal 
a wound and be a form of forgive-
ness. One of the more interesting 
points O’Brien makes is the fact 
that the eraser is the fi rst tool that 
allowed for humanity to be okay 
with change or revision. Th is is 
partly because—though there are 
things that are erased—what re-
mains is elevated with importance, 
like a spotlight. Th e same idea can 
be applied to humans as we choose 
to eliminate our fl aws and what is 
left behind truly characterizes us.         
Nicholas O’Brien’s exhibition, 
Th e Four Tools, will run through 
May 2 at the New Media Artspace. 
A public artist lecture and closing 
reception will be held on May 2 at 6 
p.m. at the Baruch Performing Arts 
Center’s Engelman Recital Hall.
The broom, one of the tools used by O’Brien, reminds him of his early life working in a gas station and fulﬁ lls a void.
WWW.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU
The last part of the visual 
series is on the ﬁ fth ﬂ oor and 
is focused on the symbolism 
of the eraser. O’Brien recalls 
when he stopped using 
pencils, which then led to 
him rarely encountering the 
eraser. It was not until he 
realized the true symoblic 
meaning an eraser had that 
he began to miss it. An eraser 
has the ability to erase, of 
course, but it also has the 
potential to heal a wound 
and be a form of forgiveness.  
Roundabout Theatre Company brings country music twist to stage
MAXIM IBADOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Broadway is an emblematic 
representation of American the-
ater and art in general. By creating 
pieces that are dear, relatable and 
entertaining to the American audi-
ences, Broadway has incorporated 
possibly every musical genre and 
style. However, curiously enough, 
there is not much of a spectrum of 
shows that utilizes one particular 
genre that is as American as the 
Broadway itself—country. 
Being a genre that entirely de-
fi nes American rhetoric, narrative 
and sentiments, country unfortu-
nately has been underrepresented 
in theater. Th ere is one show, how-
ever, that drives on pure country, 
and it is completely entertaining.
On March 13, Roundabout 
Th eatre Company’s production 
of Th e Robber Bridegroom offi  -
cially opened at the off -Broadway 
Laura Pels Th eater. Starring Steven 
Pasquale, this production is a re-
vival of the 1976 musical by Alfred 
Uhry, which sparked the career of 
then-unknown actress Patti Lu-
Pone, who embarked on her jour-
ney of becoming one of Broadway’s 
most legendary performers.
Based on a 1942 novella by Eu-
dora Welty, Th e Robber Bridegroom 
is a “Robin Hood meets Snow 
White” type of story about two lov-
ers, Jamie Lockhart, a two-faced 
bandit and Rosamund, daughter of 
a rich widow. After madly falling in 
love, they try escaping from a world 
where they are expected to marry 
other people. Th e spice in the story 
is that they are the ones whom they 
are supposed to be marrying. Th e 
audiences are not the only ones 
confused here, so are the charac-
ters.
Set in Mississippi in the 18th 
century, the show begins with a 
giant writing, “Th e Robber Bride-
groom: a Mississippi Fairytale,” 
as the heads and bodies of stuff ed 
animals hang over the stage. Th e 
actors come on stage from the back 
of the auditorium, already hyped 
up in their joyful singing and danc-
ing at a ridiculously energetic man-
ner, wailing the opening number, 
“Once Upon Th e Natchez Trace,” 
sharing the story of their ancestors. 
As the 95-minute show progresses, 
the energy increasingly builds up 
like a musical avalanche, fueled by 
hysterical jokes. 
Th e main force of the show 
is initially its unorthodox score, 
which is brilliant. An orchestra of 
only fi ve musicians, although the 
music creates depth, giving the illu-
sion of a full orchestra, played sim-
plistic and catchy folk songs. Th e 
country infl uences are defi nitely 
not today’s country music.
Done in the realm of Laura Pels’ 
last year production of Into Th e 
Woods, the set of Th e Robber Bride-
groom is done in a very elaborate, 
but simplistic manner resembling 
an attic turned into a beer pub. 
Scene changes are minimalistic, 
incorporated into the primary set, 
with the actors themselves moving 
the scenery. 
Th e lighting, on the other hand, 
changes from scene to scene and 
is distinct in its versatility and 
intricacy. With a prominent red 
color motive and candles hanging 
in between spotlights, the audi-
ence sometimes feels as if they are 
watching a rock concert rather than 
a musical. Such artistic choice, to-
gether with a very intimate theat-
rical space, helps the director to 
create a very personal atmosphere 
reminiscent of a small town down 
in the south. Th e audience sees and 
feels the performance right at the 
palm of their hand. 
An absolutely outstanding as-
pect of the show is the female per-
formances, driven by an incredible 
feminine dynamic and charm. Ro-
samund, played by Ahna O’Reilly, 
creates an unforgettable variation 
of a southern Snow White, who is 
fearless of the robber and resistant 
of her evil stepmother. Th e role of 
the archetypal stepmother Salome 
is played by Leslie Kritzer, who de-
livers a truly brilliant tour-de-force 
performance full of radiant wicked-
ness, passionate intellect and hor-
rifying sexuality. 
Electrifying the scene with her 
vocal and artistic fl exibility, it is al-
most impossible to look at anybody 
else when she is on stage, and just 
as much impossible not to miss 
her when she is not. She outshines 
everybody, even the main star 
Pasquale, whose burningly mascu-
linity and sexy portrayal of a macho 
robber is very pleasing to the eye, 
while his awkward southern accent 
is a bit irritating to the ear. 
With such a gaudy and atmo-
spheric production, the musical 
itself suff ers from an inferior book, 
and knowing that Alfred Uhry is 
one of the most celebrated play-
wrights of his time, it is the fault of 
the director. 
Th ere are drastic plot holes, 
that although keep the show going, 
damage the overall fl ow as the au-
dience gets confusingly distracted. 
Another fl aw of the script is that it 
does not live up to its conception. 
Described as a fairy tale, there are 
multiple literary folk elements like 
names such as Goat or Big Harp, 
a talking head, and a woman who 
is not named who turns into a ra-
ven. All these peculiar details fail to 
add anything plot-wise to the show 
because they are heavily undevel-
oped. 
Th ey are not palpable or essen-
tial and since the show is moving 
so quick, those characters fall into 
abyss. Nevertheless, all other visual 
components of the show are so su-
perb that they balance out the liter-
ary fl aws of the script. 
Directed by Alex Timbers, who 
again, despite his misfortunes 
with the script, he brings his sig-
nature artistic vision of creating 
rock spectacles on the edge of ex-
plosion. Overall, the current pro-
duction of Th e Robber Bridegroom
is an immense delight. In com-
bination with relaxing intimacy, 
superb acting and breathtaking 
stage design, Th e Robber Bride-
groom has an absolutely revolu-
tionary score for a musical the-
ater, which reminds us why we all 
secretly love country music, even 
on Broadway. The Robber Bridegroom ensemble breaks out in harmony in an oﬀ -Broadway production in the Laura Pels Theater.
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HASIN ISHRAQUE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
A smooth landing near Zhez-
kazgan, Kazakhstan on March 2 
marked the end of U.S. astronaut 
Scott Kelly’s record-breaking 340-
day mission, closing alongside the 
International Space Station’s one-
year mission. Accompanying Kelly 
in the Russian-built Soyuz craft 
were cosmonauts Mikhail Kornien-
ko and Sergey Volkov, the former 
of which served alongside Kelly as 
part of the one-year mission. Both 
were members of the ISS’s Expedi-
tion 46.
A New Jersey native, Scott at-
tended SUNY Maritime College for 
his undergraduate degree in elec-
trical engineering, graduating with 
the class of 1987.
He moved on to earn a Master’s 
of Science in Aviation Systems at 
the University of Tennessee, but 
not before serving in the U.S. Navy 
and being selected by NASA for as-
tronaut training. 
In the Navy, he worked as a 
fi ghter pilot and test pilot for F-14 
and F/A-18 fi ghter jets, serving 
tours in multiple theaters of opera-
tion. His career would accumulate 
over 8,000 fl ight hours in 50 diff er-
ent aircraft, as highlighted in his of-
fi cial NASA biography.
For NASA, Scott’s service his-
tory is extensive. He served during 
the space shuttle program, as part 
of the crews of Discovery and En-
deavor. He has served on multiple 
expeditions to the ISS, including 
missions 5, 25, 26, and 42 through 
46 in diff erent roles.
Th e one-year mission was de-
signed to provide NASA, as well as 
Roscosmos, Russia’s correspond-
ing organization, data on the ef-
fects of extended space travel on 
the human mind and body. 
Kelly and Kornienko were the 
subjects for this mission, while 
the rest of the crew at the ISS per-
formed other experiments on vari-
ous research topics. Th e goals of 
these missions were to collect data 
and set a research precedent for ex-
tended space travel. As described 
on NASA’s mission website, this op-
eration will be used as “jump-base” 
for future missions to Mars, aster-
oids and other elements within our 
solar system. Th e mission launched 
on March 2015, after several years 
of planning.
Th rough Twitter, the one-year 
mission team provided updates 
of their journeys, pictures of Earth 
and a healthy amount of ISS she-
nanigans through the hashtag 
#YearinSpace. 
Th e two astronauts also ran into 
diff erent crises while at the ISS, in-
cluding space suit system failures 
and repairs to the ISS that required 
space walks. With this mission, Kel-
ly also managed to surpass another 
record: with a total of 520 days of 
space time in his career, he man-
aged to break the record for hu-
man with most accumulated days 
in space.
Scott Kelly’s twin brother, Mark 
Kelly, also served as an astronaut 
until his retirement in 2011. Th e 
Kelly brothers allow for the unique 
opportunity for a space-age twin 
study. 
Twin studies are an eff ective 
and informative platform for scien-
tifi c studies, as one sibling is often 
exposed to an experimental vari-
able while the other remains a con-
trol subject. 
Mark remained grounded dur-
ing his brother’s expedition to 
space. NASA will proceed to com-
pare and contrast the Kelly broth-
ers in order to record the eff ects 
of space conditions with a direct 
Earth-based control. 
One of the fi rst things noted was 
that Scott actually grew two inches 
during his time in space. Without 
the eff ects of Earth’s gravity, the 
spinal column stretches to a lim-
ited extent.
However, this eff ect will be 
temporary, as Scott’s spine will 
eventually become compressed by 
Earth’s gravity once more. Several 
other factors will be monitored 
and studied in the months ahead, 
including bone and muscle densi-
ties, vitamin levels, eff ects of ra-
diation and circadian rhythm, all 
of which have been aff ected by the 
year in space. 
During his time in space, Scott 
performed a variety of experiments 
along with the other members of 
the ISS multinational team, which 
included astronauts from Den-
mark, England Italy, Japan, Ka-
zakhstan and Russia. 
Scott and Kornienko took part 
in several eff orts to combat the ef-
fects that outer space conditions 
can have on the body and mind. As 
listed on NASA’s website, several 
experiments in seven diff erent cat-
egories were executed during the 
one-year mission, including visual 
impairment due to fl uid shifts, bac-
terial changes in the ISS’s microbi-
ome, as well as eff ects on physical 
performance, behaviors and socia-
bility. Th e program staff  was asked 
to keep a journal of their thoughts, 
feelings and ideas during the mis-
sion.
Besides the experiments and 
their associated data, what is most 
groundbreaking may be the per-
sistent spirit of cooperation and 
scientifi c pursuit, despite political 
tensions between the United States 
and Russia being at an all-time 
high, due to confl icts in the Middle 
East and the situation in Ukraine. 
Th e team’s combined legacy may 
not only serve to help the future of 
space expedition, but also provide 
a common ground for the two na-
tions to work from.
Th ough he will continue his par-
ticipation with the one-year mis-
sion study, a few days after landing, 
Scott announced his retirement 
from NASA, planning an end to his 
illustrious 40-year career on April 1. 
However, his work with NASA 
will continue beyond the one-year 
mission and human research pro-
gram study, as he will continue ad-
vocacy and educational eff orts in 
the years to come.
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Close to one in fi ve people 
have a tattoo, but not many under-
stand the health risks or benefi ts 
of getting inked. A recent study 
published in the American Jour-
nal of Human Biology found that 
getting multiple tattoos can actu-
ally toughen up one’s immune 
system.
Th e study in question was led by 
Christopher Lynn, Johnna Domin-
guez and Jason Decaro. Th e group 
hypothesized that the immune 
system works to adjust to the stress 
put on the skin getting multiple 
tattoos, thus toughening up the 
immune system.
“Tattooing may stimulate the 
immune system in a manner simi-
lar to a vaccination to be less sus-
ceptible to future pathogenic infi l-
tration,” the researchers explained.
In order to test their hypothesis, 
the researchers focused on 29 sub-
jects, consisting of 24 women and 
fi ve men, all between the ages of 
18 and 47. Samples from these sub-
jects were collected in three tattoo 
studios in Alabama.
Two factors were taken into 
account: tattoo experience and 
immune function.
First, the researchers recorded 
the number of tattoos on each 
subject, total number of hours 
spent being tattooed, number of 
tattoo sessions, years since get-
ting the fi rst tattoo and percent of 
each subject’s body that is covered 
with tattoos.
Scientists took samples of their 
subjects’ saliva before and after 
they were tattooed. Th is allowed 
the scientists to see whether there 
were any changes in secretory im-
munoglobulin A and cortisol levels, 
which would suggest an immune 
reaction to getting a tattoo.
According to the study, cortisol is 
released as a stress response rough-
ly 30 to 60 minutes after a stressful 
event in an eff ort to suppress an 
immune response, which could be 
off set by the stress on the skin when 
getting a tattoo. Secretory immu-
noglobulin A is an antibody which 
defends the upper respiratory and 
gastrointestinal tracts.
Th e study found that there was a 
positive correlation between levels 
of secretory immunoglobulin A in a 
subject’s saliva after he or she was 
tattooed and the percent of his or 
her body covered. Th ere was also a 
major inverse correlation between 
levels of secretory immunoglobulin 
A and number of sessions, hours 
spent being tattooed and the rating 
of the experience.
In simpler terms, the results 
showed that those with more tat-
toos experienced a greater eff ect 
on their body’s immune response, 
meaning that there was less immu-
nosuppression in samples with a 
larger number of tattoos.
But, according to researchers, 
there are two ways of looking at the 
aforementioned data. 
According to the study, “First, 
participants with greater tattoo 
experience may be more excited 
that anxious about a tattoo session, 
resulting in reduced immunosup-
pression.” Furthermore, “Another 
explanation … is that people with 
higher tattoo experience might also 
display reduced [immunoglobu-
lin A] suppression after tattooing, 
similar to elite athletes who habitu-
ate to moderate and high intensity 
exercise stress over time.”
Th e study also found a paral-
lel between getting tattooed and 
getting vaccinated.
“Administration of vaccines via 
the same technique used in tattoo-
ing to inject ink under the skin is a 
more eff ective method of vaccina-
tion than intramuscular injection,” 
the study claimed.
All in all, the study’s main limi-
tation is its sample size. Not only 
are the subjects all white, they are 
all educated and well-off . Th us, it 
would be more interesting if more 
studies were done with a larger and 
more diverse sample size.
On the fl ip side, getting a tattoo 
has its health risks. Th e Food and 
Health Administration regulates 
the ink used for tattoos, while the 
practice of tattooing is regulated on 
a state-by-state basis. For example, 
New York does not allow for tattoo-
ing of minors regardless of parental 
consent. Th e clients are also asked 
to check that the tools used, their 
hands and the skin that is to be 
tattooed are hygienic.
Th e FDA regulations were put 
in place after a string of reports re-
garding bad reactions to ink, itchi-
ness, scarring and infl amed skin in 
the summer. Th e symptoms would 
appear days, if not years, after the 
tattoo was applied.
According to the Center of Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, some 
of these health risks stem from us-
ing unsterilized water to make or 
dilute ink used in tattoos.
In rare cases, bad ink can lead 
to nontuberculous mycobacteria, 
which is an infection that sticks to 
the area where the ink was applied. 
NTM is treated with drugs that can 
cause serious side eff ects and it 
takes between four to six months 
for the skin to be healed.
While getting multiple tattoos 
can lead to boosted immunity, one 
has to consider the possible health 
risks before getting one. 
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Getting tattoos may stimulate immunity, but not without risks
The study claims that getting multiple tattoos may boost the immune system because of the stress put on the skin.
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Scott Kelly retires after record-breaking 340-day mission in space
Kelly brought outer space to the public, using social media to post pictures and broadcast elements of his mission. 
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th e Greater New York City Soci-
ety for Neuroscience sponsored the 
event, held at the Baruch Perform-
ing Arts Center, in honor of the so-
ciety’s Brain Awareness Week.
“Who has a family member that 
has autism?” Zucker asked the au-
dience, beginning the program in 
earnest. A fair number of hands 
shot up in the crowd. “Who in the 
audience has autism?” Another 
person raised their hand. “And is 
anyone else working in the fi eld 
[of autism research] as a profes-
sional?” Donvan chimed in. More 
hands were raised. 
Donvan, a television corre-
spondent for ABC, and Zucker, an 
investigative journalist, have per-
sonal ties to autism themselves. 
Zucker’s fi rst child was diagnosed 
with autism in 1996. Meanwhile, 
Donvan’s mother-in-law opened 
the fi rst school in Israel for children 
with autism. 
Autism is characterized by 
repetitive behaviors and dif-
fi culties with socialization and 
communication. 
However, that remains a fairly 
broad set of symptoms, leading 
autism to be, as Donvan called, 
“a very confusingly defi ned syn-
drome.” Autistic people can come 
from any background, any race and 
ethnicity and can be of any gender. 
Most autistic people will fi nd 
social interaction diffi  cult, ranging 
from not understanding body lan-
guage to not recognizing their own 
name being called when they are 
young. Th eir speech can be impact-
ed, with some autistics being able 
to communicate and others liv-
ing non-verbally their entire lives. 
Autism exists as a spectrum. Some 
people can live independently, 
while others will be under the care 
of other people their entire lives.
For a decade, the two collabo-
rated on a number of investigative 
television pieces portraying the 
lives of people living with autism, 
expounding upon every romance 
with autism, women with autism 
and how the siblings of people with 
autism felt.
Donvan and Zucker intended 
to show people with autism as they 
were, and did not want to promote 
“magic cures” for autism, as many 
others were doing.
“We really wanted [the audi-
ence] to understand what autism 
is,” said Zucker. Th is led the two to 
write their book. 
With Donald Triplett—the fi rst 
child diagnosed with autism—as a 
framing device, Donvan and Zuck-
er were able to trace back through 
the stories of those with autism, 
elaborating on their individual 
struggles along the way. 
Triplett was born in Forest, Mis-
sissippi, in 1933. His parents were 
unusually well-educated and well-
off  for the community, explained 
Donvan, and so they aff orded him 
the means both fi nancially and 
socially to become diagnosed and 
later accepted into the community. 
As a child, Triplett had little so-
cial interest in his own parents and 
exhibited an unusual attachment 
to objects, throwing tantrums if he 
found furniture to be moved from 
its original position.
However, he also exhibited an 
impressive memory, able to re-
count songs he had heard only 
once, doing so in perfect pitch.
With his mother despairing and 
calling him “hopelessly insane,” 
Triplett’s family took him to the 
best doctors, having the means and 
the money to do so. 
What the Tripletts fi nally stum-
bled upon was autism as the cause 
for their child’s manner, something 
that had only been acknowledged 
previously as “idiocy.”
Like many “moronic” children 
before him, Zucker and Donvan 
explained, Triplett was forced into 
a mental institution. Parents felt 
immense pressure from both the 
medical community and their so-
cial communities to hide these 
children away in institutions.
After a year of her son begin in 
an institution, however, Triplett’s 
mother fought back, taking him 
back home and using her consid-
erable social clout in the town to 
place him in a public school. 
Triplett’s story ends a happy 
one, unlike many other autistic 
people. While his fellow autis-
tic children from the 1943 study 
lived out their lives in institutions, 
Triplett was hired at his family’s 
bank, and became safeguarded by 
his community at large. Th e wide-
spread acceptance of Donald in 
the community, said Donvan and 
Zucker, was something they would 
like to see in even more communi-
ties around the world.
“If we choose to embrace peo-
ple who are diff erent—if we make 
them part of our community as 
opposed to an outsider—we really 
can change the world,” said Zucker.
Autism acceptance suff ered many 
more setbacks after that initial di-
agnosis. 
Th e “refrigerator mother” the-
ory, which posits that the reason 
children have autism is that their 
mothers did not love them enough 
during their fi rst days after birth, 
was so powerful an idea in the 
1960s and 1970s that little other re-
search was done on autism. 
Th e devastated mothers were 
told to feel that it was their fault 
their children were autistic. It also 
gave a false hope, Zucker added, 
of mothers being able to “fi x” their 
children.
After years of work, this idea 
was expelled. However, parents of 
autistic children had to contend 
with other issues, forcing the repeal 
of a ban on autistic children’s abil-
ity to attend public school, along 
with the major hurdles in autistic 
research. 
Donvan and Zucker stressed 
that it was parents who spearhead-
ed the developments in the accep-
tance of and research into autism, 
raising money and awareness in 
equal measure.
Zucker and Donvan ended the 
talk with a question and answer 
session with the audience.
Donvan urged the audience to 
give serious consideration toward 
what happens to autistic children 
when they grow up. While parents 
have fought for academic programs 
and large-scale acceptance into 
schools for their autistic children, 
such eff orts are primarily geared 
toward the youth.
As more and more autistic chil-
dren move into adulthood, how 
the autistic community will evolve 
continues to be a growing concern.
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BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR 
Th ese days, it seems like Ubisoft 
delivers a new game each month. 
March is no exception, with Tom 
Clancy’s Th e Division hitting the 
shelves March 8. According to Ubi-
soft, the game sold more copies 
in its fi rst 24 hours than any other 
Ubisoft title.
Th e third-person tactical shoot-
er has already provided the gaming 
community with millions of hours 
of entertainment. Th e Division 
combines RPG and multiplayer el-
ements, where players take on the 
role of a Division agent. Th e Divi-
sion is a group of agents put in place 
to restore order to a chaotic New 
York City after a smallpox outbreak 
tears the city apart.
Th e visuals of the game are 
stunning. Not only is its character 
detail and overall graphic quality 
a thing to be envied by other game 
developers, the rendering of a post-
pandemic, deserted Midtown is 
detailed and eerily beautiful. Every 
street seems to have been designed 
with painstaking detail. 
Iconic landmarks, like Madison 
Square Garden and Times Square, 
can be explored and certain mis-
sions take you inside the buildings. 
Obviously, not every structure can 
be entered, but the ones that can 
are fi lled with convincing detail. 
Certain streets are fl ooded with 
abandoned vehicles; one can imag-
ine residents making a last and pos-
sibly failed attempt to escape the 
disease and death-ridden city.
Th e combat mechanics in the 
game are nothing new, but Th e 
Division executes third-person 
tactical shooting well. 
A typical fi refi ght in the game 
is not paced like the run-and-gun 
action of a game like Call of Duty. 
Rather, players must utilize cover, 
use diff erent weapon types and, if 
playing with other players online, 
strategize. Most missions require 
the player to assess the combat 
situation and approach it in a stra-
tegic way. Trying to muscle your 
way through a gunfi ght with mul-
tiple, sometimes heavily armed 
gang members, will often get the 
player killed.
Character creation is also an 
important part of the game; player 
build aff ects play style. Similarly, 
character modifi cation is facilitated 
by modifi cations to the home base. 
Th ese occur when carrying out mis-
sions to upgrade security, medical 
and tech wings. Th ese will provide 
a character with health, combat 
and tech perks, and special abilities, 
respectively.
Th e crafting system is rudimen-
tary but easy to master. Weapons 
are made of “weapon parts,” ar-
mor is made of “cloth” and weapon 
add-ons are made of “tools.” You 
can fi nd all these items as loot after 
completing a mission, or scattered 
around the city in various locations.
Th e Dark Zone is the area of 
Midtown where the pandemic 
has destroyed the city to the eff ect 
that there is no point in trying to 
restore order. 
It is also the part of the map 
where online players can get the 
player-vs-player experience. In the 
Dark Zone, you can either team up 
with other players to take on dif-
fi cult gang base raids, or you can 
choose to brutally murder other 
players in cold blood. 
Yes, the Dark Zone is the only 
place in the game where you, a Divi-
sion agent, can kill another Division 
agent. Doing so will allow a player 
to pick up some loot from their cold, 
lifeless bodies, but it will also cause 
them to “go rouge.”
When a player goes rouge, other 
players will be highly rewarded for 
killing them without being penal-
ized themselves. It is similar to 
the bounty system in Grand Th eft 
Auto V. 
Th e Division provides a unique 
experience for gamers, but it is not 
a perfect game. It is fun, but the 
narrative is somewhat hollow. New 
York City has been plunged into 
chaos by the pandemic and vio-
lence rules the streets. Th e few and 
scattered residents often remain 
huddled in groups in the streets for 
warmth, scavenging for supplies 
and occasionally get caught up in a 
fi refi ght between players and gangs.
Multiple gangs roam the streets. 
As a division agent, a player is 
tasked with carrying out various 
main story missions and side quests 
with the goal of taking back the city 
from the grip of chaos. 
Th is overarching goal is seem-
ingly heroic. Still, the game seems to 
emphasize violent gunfi ghts in the 
streets and tunnels over the player’s 
moral goal. Th ey run around the 
city completing missions not for the 
well-being of the city, but for their 
own personal gain.
Th ose civilians who remained 
in the city interact with players in 
small and ultimately meaningless 
ways. Th roughout the game, civil-
ians will approach a player and, if 
the player does not scare them away 
by aiming his gun in their general 
direction, you will be prompted to 
give them some sort of supply, like 
a can of soda or an energy bar. In 
turn, they throw a “thank you” in 
the player’s direction as they walk 
away. Th e interactions never give 
the player a sense that they matter 
to the city or its residents.
Defeating the gang leader at the 
end of a mission gives players loot 
in the form of gear and supplies. 
Players can receive cash, which 
they can use to purchase more 
weapons and armor. Numerous 
missions, side quests and random 
encounters with gangs can be 
found on every street in the city, 
providing players with countless 
opportunities to earn rewards. 
Despite the fact that the nar-
rative is framed around players’ 
heroic goal of reviving New York 
City from the brink of destruction, 
it is unlikely that they will feel like 
heroes. Th ey will more likely feel 
like a cash-hungry, trigger-happy 
mercenaries.
In the end, Th e Division is a 
successful attempt by Ubisoft to 
give gamers countless hours of fun 
as they take on the streets of post-
pandemic Manhattan in a some-
what morally absent attempt to 
restore order.
Tom Clancy’s The Division delivers amoral romp to New York City
Players can embark on missions that force them into ﬁ ghts with gangs inside and around iconic New York City structures.
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Zucker (left) and Donvan (right) discussed their book on autism for an audience of Baruch students and outside guests. 
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Bearcats begin quest to the CUNYAC finals, win three straight
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
As the cold weather begins to 
settle down, early signs of spring 
signal the return of tennis season 
for the Baruch College men’s team. 
While the Bearcats’ season-opener 
against Yeshiva University ended 
in a crushing 1-8 loss, the team re-
sponded to the slow start by rack-
ing up three consecutive victories, 
including two against their confer-
ence rivals. 
Baruch defeated the Panthers of 
SUNY Purchase, 7-2, and used the 
momentum from the big win, to 
complete a 9-0 sweep against the 
CCNY Beavers and a 5-1 win over 
the Lehman Lightning. 
“Th e team is expecting another 
strong performance in the con-
ference,” said Jonathan Selegean. 
“We are coming in with a bunch of 
new guys who will add a lot of tal-
ent and depth to our team … [they] 
have been machines in coming in 
early to work on their game and 
conditioning.” 
Th e Baruch men’s tennis team 
kicked off  its spring schedule at the 
Binghamton Racquet Club in Edge-
water, N.J. David Alabo recorded 
the Bearcats’ lone point against the 
Maccabees in a tightly contested 
singles match. Alabo was able to 
edge out Charlie Friedman 7-6, 6-3 
in fi fth singles after losing an earlier 
doubles match 8-2 with freshman 
Leonard Margolis. 
Baruch was unable to clinch a 
victory in any of its doubles match-
es, heading into singles play on a 
disappointing note. Hugo Castalan 
was the only Baruch player to force 
a third set in singles after going 6-2, 
4-6 in the fi rst two. Despite a hard-
fought eff ort, Castalan fell short 
10-5 in the fi nal round.
A week after their loss to Ye-
shiva University, the Bearcats trav-
eled to SUNY Purchase in search 
of their fi rst win of the season. Th e 
Bearcats found their rhythm early 
and secured two wins in doubles 
play. Baruch’s second doubles 
team, made up of Alabo and fresh-
man Max Navarro, led the way with 
an 8-0 win, followed by a 9-7 vic-
tory by the pair of Chad Seaver and 
Sharki Ahmed. Alabo stayed un-
defeated in singles play with a 6-1, 
6-0 win; meanwhile, Castalan won 
his fi rst game with the Bearcats 6-2, 
6-1 in fi rst singles. Ahmed, Ariel 
Hakimi and Brian Ronquillo also 
added wins for Baruch in straight 
sets to close out the afternoon 
contest 7-2.
Following their win against 
the Panthers, the Bearcats looked 
to build on to the momentum 
with a victory against the Bea-
vers. In its season home opener 
at the U.S. National Tennis Cen-
ter, the Bearcats posted a con-
vincing 9-0 shutout to down their 
conference rivals. Selegean, who 
missed the fi rst two games of the 
season, made up for the missed 
time with a couple of dominating 
victories in his debut against the 
Beavers. 
After recording an 8-1 win with 
Castalan in the doubles competi-
tion, Selegean grinded out a 6-1, 
6-1 win in singles to complete his 
afternoon performance. 
Alabo stayed perfect in sin-
gles play this season and im-
proved to a 3-0 record with a 10-3, 
8-0 win. 
“Beating CCNY in such a domi-
nating fashion really inspired my 
teammates and myself to con-
tinue putting the eff ort to uphold 
our very formidable reputation as 
the best tennis team to ever come 
out of the CUNYAC division,” said 
Alabo. “Our season opener against 
Yeshiva University was a tough loss 
but it was one that shook us up to 
realize that there was more work 
to be done if we were to keep up a 
high level of competitiveness and 
intensity.”
Coming off  back-to-back vic-
tories, Baruch remained confi -
dent with momentum heading 
into their contest against Lehman 
College. Th e Bearcats started the 
match 3-0 in doubles play against 
the Lightning en route to the 5-1 
victory. Castalan, who won 8-4 
in fi rst team doubles with Alabo, 
continued his big night by adding 
another solid win in singles, 6-0, 
6-0. Hakimi also added a dominant 
win in straight sets to give Baruch 
its fi fth victory of the night. Th e 
match was shortened early due to 
the rain, and Baruch was declared 
the offi  cial winner despite being 
unable to fi nish three of the last six 
singles matches. 
Following the win against the 
Lightning, the Bearcats improved 
to 3-1 overall in the season and 2-0 
in CUNYAC play.
“Losing to Hunter College in 
the fi nals of the CUNYAC tourna-
ment last year was very upsetting, 
but it has motivated us to work and 
train harder to make it to the fi nals 
this year and secure a spot in the 
NCAA tournament,” said Alabo. 
Th e Bearcats have been training 
hard and starting practice as early 
as 6:30 a.m. this year in preparation 
for the long season ahead of them. 
With the women’s team, winners of 
last fall’s CUNYAC fi nals, already 
on their way to the NCAA Division 
III championships, it is time for the 
men’s team to do their part as they 
look to join the women’s program 
this May.
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Following an unfortuante loss to Hunter in the CUNYAC championships, Hajibai and 
the Bearcats look to rebound with a young rising team this season.
BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
If you are a baseball fan, this 
time of the year provides a sense 
of hope. After the long, punish-
ing winter months, the scene of 
baseballs being thrown and swung 
down in Florida is a sight for sore 
eyes.
Down in Florida, however, 
the storylines from each camp 
are markedly diff erent. Th e New 
York Yankees, coming off  of a dis-
appointing 2015 campaign, are 
looking to a revamped bullpen, 
aging and beleaguered starting 
pitching staff s, and a veteran-
heavy lineup to get them back into 
the postseason. 
In the Mets camp, however, the 
vibe is diff erent. After coming up 
three wins short of a World Series 
title, their star-studded rotation 
and suddenly very deep lineup 
puts them in a good position to 
make another run at the World Se-
ries. Th is spring training has pro-
vided a new atmosphere for both 
local clubs.
Th is season the Yankees did 
not sign a major league free agent. 
Th at is not to say that they have not 
made signifi cant moves, however. 
Th e Yankees acquired center fi eld-
er Aaron Hicks, who will provide 
much needed relief for the aging 
Carlos Beltran, and will help spell 
the veteran outfi elders Brett Gard-
ner and Jacoby Ellsbury when they 
need days off . Th ey also acquired 
second baseman Starlin Castro, 
who will help shore up a posi-
tion that was a weakness for them 
in 2015. 
Th eir most intriguing acquisi-
tion, however, is relief pitcher Ar-
oldis Chapman. Th e Cuban fi re 
baller is known for his ability to 
light up the radar gun at speeds 
topping 100 miles per hour. He 
adds to an already impressive late-
inning tandem of lefty Andrew 
Miller and Dellin Betances. 
Th is move does not come with-
out controversy, however. Chap-
man was supposed to be dealt 
to the Dodgers, but the deal was 
nixed after he was accused of do-
mestic violence. Although Chap-
man did not face legal penalties, 
a heavy suspension from baseball 
was imminent. Th e Yankees decid-
ed to take the risk and traded a few 
prospects for him. After serving his 
30-game suspension, Chapman 
will be the closer and will form 
a three-man late-inning bullpen 
block that has to scare every hitter 
in baseball. 
“You can see it on guys’ faces,” 
former teammate Todd Frazier 
said. “Th ey couldn’t get one run 
to tie it in the eighth. Now they’ve 
got to face him. It’s kind of de-
moralizing if you want to know 
the truth.” 
If the Yankees have the lead 
after the sixth inning, it is going 
to be awfully tough to mount a 
comeback against their dominant 
late-inning relievers. Th is should 
be an interesting year for the Bronx 
Bombers.
On the other hand, the Mets 
come into the spring in a new posi-
tion. Th ey are the talk of the town, 
after their improbable run to the 
National League pennant and 
World Series berth last season. 
Th ey have a lineup stability that 
they have not had in years. Yes, 
they lost postseason hero and 
fan favorite Daniel Murphy to the 
Washington Nationals, but they 
replaced him with Neil Walker, a 
comparable player with slightly 
more power and a better fi elder. 
Additionally, they also signed As-
drubal Cabrera to play shortstop. 
Although he suff ered a knee injury 
in a game last week, it does not 
look like he will miss much time. 
Cabrera brings an upgrade on 
defense over the beloved Wilmer 
Flores and has some pop—he 
knocked 15 home runs last season. 
Th ey have David Wright back and 
presumably healthy. Although he 
is yet to have appeared in a game 
this spring, Wright insists that he 
is much healthier than he was last 
season. Lucas Duda comes into 
2016 looking to improve upon a 
27-home run campaign. Catcher 
Travis D’arnaud also looks to have 
a healthy season after hitting 12 
home runs in only 237 at-bats. 
With the surprising re-signing of 
Yoenis Cespedes, the Mets outfi eld 
is formidable. 
Curtis Granderson provides 
power out of the leadoff  spot, as 
well as veteran leadership. Michael 
Conforto looks to build on an im-
pressive rookie season, and Ces-
pedes provides the power-hitting 
threat that the Mets lineup lacked 
for years. With Flores primed to be 
the super utility player, the lineup 
looks to be in better shape than it 
has in recent memory. 
And then comes the dominant 
pitching staff . With three ace-level 
pitchers in Matt Harvey, Jacob 
De Grom and Noah Syndergaard, 
Rookie of the Year candidate Ste-
ven Matz and the ageless wonder 
Bartolo Colon, the Mets rotation 
is their point of strength. Th e four 
young stud pitchers have been 
the talk of the baseball world and 
a major reason why the Mets are 
in great shape to compete for the 
World Series. And who can forget 
Jeurys Familia, the All-Star closer 
who saved 43 games last season? 
Th e Yankees, who may have the 
best bullpen in baseball, look to 
rebound from a disappointing sea-
son while the Mets look to avenge 
last year’s tough World Series loss. 
With all the intriguing storylines 
being discussed for both teams, 
this should be quite an exciting 
year for both New York squads.
Mets, Yankees hopeful in spring training
BY MICHAEL FRIEDLICH
STAFF WRITER 
On Sunday, March 6, when 
Maria Sharapova’s agent said that 
Sharapova would hold a press 
conference the next day to make a 
major announcement, most peo-
ple speculated that she would an-
nounce her retirement. Th is was 
a likely assumption given her nu-
merous career injuries, recent lack 
of success on the court and age. But 
she shocked everyone when she 
announced that she had failed a 
drug test at the Australian Open in 
January, testing positive for a drug 
called meldonium.
Sharapova was suspended pro-
visionally starting March 12, and 
could be suspended up to four 
years, depending on whether the 
International Tennis Federation 
fi nds that she purposefully took 
the performance enhancer or did 
so accidentally. In addition to los-
ing potential prize money by not 
playing, she is also taking a hit 
from her endorsements, which 
make up the majority of her earn-
ings. Because of her endorsements, 
from which she earned $23 million 
last year, Sharapova is the highest-
paid female athlete in the world. 
But after her announcement, Nike 
disclosed that it was suspending 
its eight-year $70 million contract 
with Sharapova. Tag Heuer also 
decided to end negotiations to re-
new her contract, and Porsche said 
that it was “postponing planned ac-
tivities” until they learn more about 
the severity of her punishment, 
putting on hold talks to extend 
Sharapova’s contract.
Sharapova defended herself, ex-
plaining that she had been taking 
the drug for the last 10 years and 
did not know that the Women’s An-
ti-Doping Agency had just placed 
it on the banned substances list 
at the beginning of 2016. She says 
that she knew the drug as its other 
name, mildronate, and also did not 
look at the link in the email listing 
the banned substances for 2016. 
However, after her announcement, 
reports said that she was warned 
fi ve times by tennis authorities that 
meldonium had been banned at 
the start of 2016. Many wondered 
how Sharapova could not have 
found out that meldonium was 
now banned, considering that she 
has such a large support team of 
doctors, trainers and coaches.   
WADA banned meldonium af-
ter fi nding that athletes had been 
using the drug to improve their 
performance. A 2015 study that ex-
amined 8,300 urine samples found 
that 182 of them, or 2.2 percent, 
contained meldonium. WADA be-
came suspicious because it thought 
that healthy athletes were taking 
the same heart medicine for per-
formance enhancement while not 
actually having any heart problems. 
Since WADA placed meldonium on 
its banned substance list, Sharapo-
va has not been the only athlete 
taking meldonium, although she 
is defi nitely the most well-known. 
Th e New York Times reports that 
over 60 athletes have already tested 
positive for meldonium since it was 
banned on Jan. 1. 
Meldonium is used to treat con-
ditions in which the heart is not 
receiving enough oxygen. Athletes 
may take meldonium because it 
may help increase endurance and 
recovery by increasing blood fl ow 
and oxygen to the heart. Further-
more, there have been many re-
ports that Soviet troops regularly 
took meldonium in the 1980s to 
boost stamina while fi ghting in Af-
ghanistan. Th e inventor of the drug 
said that the drug would combat 
the loss of oxygen in the high alti-
tudes of Afghanistan. 
Th ere are many issues surround-
ing the plausibility of Sharapova’s 
story. Sharapova pointed to ir-
regular EKG results, pre-diabetes, a 
defi ciency in magnesium and mul-
tiple cases of the fl u as reasons for 
why she started taking meldonium. 
Although Sharapova was born in 
Russia, she has lived in the United 
States since she was seven, so it is 
odd that Sharapova would take a 
drug that is not approved for sale 
or use in the United States. Fur-
ther, many wonder how Sharapova 
obtained meldonium because it 
is illegal to import unapproved 
drugs into the United States. How-
ever, the Food and Drug Admin-
istration says that it does allow 
imports for personal use, and in 
these cases, a three-month supply 
is only allowed. Th is still does not 
clear up the issue as Sharapova 
has been taking meldonium for 10 
years. While meldonium does help 
one’s ability to handle glucose, it 
is mainly used to treat heart prob-
lems, specifi cally where the heart 
is not getting enough oxygen. Not 
only in the United States, but also 
in Russia, where the drug is avail-
able, it is rarely used as a treatment 
for pre-diabetes. Th ere is a much 
better option specifi cally for pre-
diabetes that is approved for use in 
the United States. 
According to many reports, the 
manufacturer of the drug says that 
the normal treatment is only four-
to-six weeks, and that treatment 
could be repeated possibly two or 
three times a year, as opposed to 
the 10 years that Sharapova took 
the drug. Her lawyer, John Hag-
gerty, denies that she took meldo-
nium every day for the last 10 years. 
But even if she could have taken it 
on and off  for 10 years, there still 
was never suffi  cient reason for her 
to take meldonium, as it is a heart 
medicine and not a pre-diabetes 
medicine. Th erefore, it is likely 
that she was taking meldonium 
for its performance-enhancing 
benefi ts.
Sharapova could receive a sus-
pension of up to four years, de-
pending on whether the ITF con-
siders her actions to be accidental 
or purposeful. Most experts believe 
that she will only be given up to two 
years because she may not have 
purposefully disobeyed the new 
regulation. She did the right thing 
by accepting full responsibility and 
not defl ecting blame onto her sup-
port team, so she could curry favor 
with the ITF. 
However, considering her 
age and waning success, even if 
Sharapova receives the two-year 
suspension, she may have al-
ready played her last professional 
tennis match. 
March Madness is upon us. 
No, it is not an illness caused by 
midterms. It is the moniker given 
to the NCAA Division I basketball 
tournament where 68 teams en-
gage in a battle royal for the cham-
pionship. In the ongoing struggle 
against the tyranny of commer-
cial breaks, a two-hour broadcast 
that trickled through the names 
of combatants was short-circuit-
ed by a vigilante who leaked the 
full bracket on Twitter halfway 
into the show. Bracket gurus and 
novices alike voiced their confu-
sion over how the NCAA selection 
committee aligned the matchups. 
From seeding to snubs, it seemed 
like everyone had a gripe with the 
committee on Selection Sunday, 
March 13.
Comprised of the 10 athletic di-
rectors, each from diff erent confer-
ences, the committee chose the 36 
“best teams” from non-automatic-
qualifying conferences—the 32 
conference champs earned auto-
matic bids—ranked all teams from 
the pool of 68, then divvied up the 
bracket based on proximity to a 
team’s “natural area,” and other fac-
tors. Th ey devoted a section of their 
principles and procedures docu-
ment to an oft-cited statistic called 
Rating Percentage Index or RPI. 
According to committee chair Joe 
Castiglione, other methods of em-
pirical analysis are taken into con-
sideration, but as Matt Bonesteel of 
Th e Washington Post pointed out, 
RPI holds the key to their hearts.
Michigan State, with Player of 
the Year candidate Denzel Val-
entine, hoisted the Big Ten con-
ference trophy hours before the 
seeding announcement yet failed 
to secure a one-seed, while Vir-
ginia claimed a top-four ranking 
after falling to North Carolina in 
the ACC championship. Th e Ken-
tucky Wildcats won their confer-
ence tournament by beating Texas 
A&M, so it was no surprise to coach 
John Calipari that his Wildcats were 
ranked higher than A&M; he was 
more concerned about the incon-
sistency of the committee. “Th is 
year, it’s top-50 wins. Last year, it 
was road wins. Two years ago, it 
was RPI. It’s a moving target in-
stead of making it. Th is is how we’re 
gonna rate these teams,” Calipari 
remarked in an ESPN interview. 
Kentucky’s A.D. Mitch Barnhart re-
quested more transparency in the 
selection process.
Like any awards ceremony, 
there were bound to be some who 
were disrespected or overlooked. 
Here is your only nominee for 
2016’s biggest snub: Monmouth. 
Search any sports publication 
and they are one of the fi rst teams 
branded with this distinction. 
Known best for their over-the-top 
bench festivities, the Hawks had a 
27-7 record, played 23 of 34 games 
on the road and recorded qual-
ity wins against Notre Dame, USC, 
Georgetown and UCLA early in the 
season. Castiglione cited losses to 
Manhattan, Army and Canisius, all 
ranked 200 or worse in RPI, as the 
major blemishes on an otherwise 
solid case for entry into the tour-
ney. Honorable mention goes to 
St. Bonaventure for standing in a 
three-way tie atop the Atlantic-10 
conference. Sadly, the Bonnies 
were forced to watch the other two 
teams, Dayton and Virginia Com-
monwealth, enjoy the adult table 
while they settle for the NIT tour-
nament. Th e NIT is to the NCAA as 
Kid Cuisine is to Lean Cuisine.   
Th e show must go on, even 
without the freshman phenom 
who drew comparisons to LeBron 
James. Australia’s own Ben Sim-
mons took his talents to Louisi-
ana State University in the fall and 
was expected to carry a sub-par 
roster past the fi rst round of the 
tournament, their fi nal destina-
tion in 2015. Th e 6-foot-10 forward, 
who averaged 19.2 points, 11.8 re-
bounds, 4.8 assists while shooting 
56 percent from the fi eld, under-
achieved in some aspects. Gaudy 
stats could not hide his failure to 
shoot from outside as he knocked 
down one of three 3-point attempts 
all season. Lacking any sort of pe-
rimeter shooting when the NBA 
has put that skill on a pedestal lim-
its his ceiling as a professional.
He took some fl ak for being 
benched for the fi rst four minutes 
and 30 seconds versus Tennessee 
on Feb. 20 by coach Johnny Jones 
due to “academic reasons.” Th e 
criticism intensifi ed when he was 
declared ineligible to be named 
Player of the Year because his fall 
semester G.P.A. dipped below 
2.0. With a projected $100 million 
sneaker deal and a guaranteed 
NBA contract worth a few Brinks 
trucks dangling like a carrot on a 
stick, I doubt most people would 
be submitting their oceanogra-
phy project on time. Yes, he has an 
obligation as a “student-athlete” 
to fulfi ll his scholarship require-
ments, but he planned removing 
that cumbersome prefi x ASAP. 
Adrian Wojnarowski reported Sim-
mons’ intent to sign with LeBron’s 
agency Klutch Sports the same day 
LSU declined to enter the NIT tour-
nament, thus allowing Simmons to 
fully embrace the business he kept 
one eye on throughout his time in 
Baton Rouge.
Th e NCAA tournament can push 
unheralded players into stardom 
and superstars up the draft boards 
of NBA general managers. Guys like 
Gordon Hayward, Kemba Walker 
and Shabazz Napier had their com-
ing out parties in past tournaments 
and there is a slate full of potential 
this year. Th e aforementioned Val-
entine, Buddy Hield of Oklahoma, 
Perry Ellis of Kansas and Brandon 
Ingram of Duke are like racehorses 
in the stables right before they are 
unleashed, itching to sprint toward 
the fi nish line.
In a season that lacked a sin-
gular dominant team, upsets on 
paper are not going to be as shock-
ing to those with their fi nger on the 
pulse, a.k.a. those who regurgitate 
talk radio soundbites to anyone 
who is listening. Th e consternation 
of coaches, bracketologists and 
fans alike is bound to be retold by 
commentators during the games, 
but to casual viewers, the chaos is 
why they are watching in the fi rst 
place. It is called “Madness” for 
a reason.
College basketball gears up as March Madness gets underway
WWW.INDEPENDENT.CO.UK
After failing a drug test in January, Sharapova revealed her illegal use of Meldonium in a shocking press conference on March 7.
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Sharapova scrutinized for doping, tests positive for meldonium
Monmouth, St. Bonaventure and LSU are among the biggest upsets this season to miss the NCAA Division I tournament.
WWW.RANTSPORTS.COM
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THEME:  AMERICAN 
AUTHORS
ACROSS
1. *Science ﬁ ction author 
Asimov
6. Baby’s apron
9. Arctic ﬂ oater
13. Mexican revolutionary
14. Victorian, e.g.
15. Teeny-_____
16. Worry or cause anxiety
17. *Bradbury of “The 
Martian Chronicles” fame
18. Perform on a dais
19. *”The Call of the Wild” 
author
21. *”A Good Man Is Hard to 
Find” author
23. Andrew Cuomo’s title, 
for short
24. Angler’s decoy
25. Refuse to comply
28. Late Scalia’s garb
30. Type of coat
35. Dwarf buﬀ alo
37. Vietnam’s neighbor
39. Rosetta Stone, e.g.
40. Negatively charged 
particle
41. External
43. Skater’s jump
44. Bert’s best friend
46. “____ Mia!”
47. Conﬁ dent answer
48. Old time playground 
staple
50. Reduced Instruction Set 
Computer
52. Limit, to some
53. *”Ten Days That Shook 
the World” author
55. CafÈ alternative
57. *”Go Tell It on the 
Mountain” author
61. *”The Executioner’s 
Song” author
64. Greeting from Don Ho
65. Give it a go
67. Gigantic wrestlers
69. Kick back
70. Longest division of time
71. *Wharton of “The Age of 
Innocence” fame
72. Auction oﬀ 
73. DNA transmitter
74. River in Hades
DOWN
1. I have
2. Outer layer of Earth’s crust
3. Kind of sax
4. *James Patterson’s “____ 
Came a Spider”
5. Open book?
6. Capital of Switzerland
7. Retirement investment
8. Louisiana swamp
9. *Woodrow Wilson Rawls’ 
“Where the Red ____ 
Grows”
10. Meat quality
11. Upon
12. Observer
15. Woman’s suitors
20. Convex molding
22. Tube in old TV
24. Jane Fonda’s 1980s garb
25. *”The Turn of the Screw” 
author
26. Habituate
27. Trailblazer Daniel
29. *Oz Creator
31. Greek H’s
32. Connection in a series
33. Court employee
34. *”Roots: The Saga of an 
American Family” author
36. Short for Anisette
38. Big rig
42. Haile Selassie’s disciple
45. Canal junk
49. Yellow river tributary
51. Michelangelo’s tool
54. Come in
56. Dodge
57. Criminal’s barrier
58. Away from wind
59. Bum around
60. Lentil soup
61. Tropical Asian starlings
62. Do like exhaust pipe
63. *”Portnoy’s Complaint” 
author
66. Weasley of “Harry Potter”
68. Pronoun for George Eliot
CROSSWORD SOLUTION:
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MON
21
MAKER HUB 3D PRINTING AND ARDUINO WORKSHOP 
12:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-140 | Free with RSVP
HARMAN WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE AMITAV GHOSH 
5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free
TUES
22
WELCOME SOCIAL 
6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
GIRLS WHO CODE!
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
WED
23
POLISH EGG PAINTING 
12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. | VC 2-110 | Free
TSA CALLIGRAPHY WORKSHOP
12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. | VC 10-155 | Free
THURS
24
SOME PROVOCATIONS FROM SKEPTICAL INQUIRERS
12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. | Mishkin Gallery | Free
ACADEMIC INTENSIVE ENGLISH PROGRAM AT BARUCH COLLEGE
9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. | VC 1-116| Free
FRI
25
NO CLASS
SAT
26
NO CLASS
SUN
27
Baruch Weekly
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
The mission of Rescuing Left-
over Cuisine is to become the 
world’s most widely used solu-
tion for companies and individu-
als to eliminate food waste in 
their communities, making food 
rescue sustainable and univer-
sal, and food hunger a thing of 
the past. 
RLC is currently accepting 
applications for the May 2016 
Graphic Design Internship Pro-
gram. The Graphic Design Intern 
will be responsible for helping 
us create materials to spread the 
awareness of food insecurity and 
promote the RLC brand in the lo-
cal and online community. The 
intern will work closely with us 
in marketing new initiatives and 
events on social media networks.
Responsibilities include cre-
ating graphics for use on ﬂ yers 
and presentations of RLC events 
and initiative such as food drives, 
fundraisers, etc., working closely 
and collaborating with Market-
ing and Public Relations to cre-
ate designs tailored to speciﬁ c 
events, working with other non-
proﬁ t organizations on potential 
event partnerships, and other 
related duties. Qualiﬁ cations 
include strong Photoshop, Illus-
trator, Microsoft PPT, and Word 
skills; Web or App design knowl-
edge is a plus but not required. 
All interns will have entry, mid-
stage, and ﬁ nal evaluations to 
further hone the intern’s techni-
cal and professional skills. Interns 
are expected to work 20 hours 
per week. 
This is an unpaid part-time intern-
ship with potential for academic 
credit open to all majors; for more 
information, visit STARR Search 
with ID 88655.
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Summer 2016 Internship
RESCUING LEFTOVER CUISINE
Did you know that STARR Career Development Center 
has over 10 fully qualiﬁ ed Peers for Careers who are readily 
available to students as paraprofessional career coaches? 
To learn more about becoming a Peer for Career and its 
beneﬁ ts, visit our website.
FUN FACT
Mastering the Job Interview (Advanced), 
Tuesday, March 22nd, 12:30-2:00 PM, VC 2-190
This workshop is designed for upperclassmen who require more 
intensive interview training.
On-Campus Recruiting Workshop
Tuesday, March 22nd, 5:00-6:30 PM, VC 2-190
Attend this workshop in order to become eligible for on-campus 
recruiting.
Writing Winning Resumes
Wednesday, March 23rd, 12:30-2:00 PM, VC 2-190 
Learn how to develop and design a professional, marketable 
resume that will be well received.
Using LinkedIn for Your Job Search
Thursday, March 24th,, 12:30–2:00 PM, VC 2-190
Join this workshop to learn how to develop your LinkedIn proﬁ le 
and make it stand out.
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
“Create a personal pitch -- it is a way to demonstrate your future career goals, skills and can 
serve as your introduction during networking events!”
--ERIKA APUPALOI
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
 CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
VOLUNTEER OR WORK ABROAD WITH AIESEC 
1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
GIRLS WHO CODE! 
8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
PEERS FOR CAREERS
